
EDUCATION

‘SEJAHTERA’ ON GLOBAL STAGE
The term has been accepted
internationally to articulate the concept of
Education for Sustainable Development
from indigenous viewpoints

THE Global Higher Ed-
ucation Forum (GHEF)
w a s s u c c e s s f u l l y
launched for the sixth

time last week, since it was ini-
t i a ted at Univers i t i Sa ins
Malaysia 12 years ago.
This time it was co-hosted by

the International Islamic Univer-
sity Malaysia and attended by
more than 400 participants from
25 countries, making it the
largest thus far. Two academic
books were also launched. One is
to celebrate Malaysia’s 61st in-
dependence by offering critical
examinationof the education sys-
tem— past and present — for the
future. It is authored by local and
international experts providing
comparative and contrasting
views and critiques. It is hailed as
the first of its kind to boldly do so
in tandem with the spirit of
Malaysia Baru.
The second book is equally sig-

nificant, examining the academic
contributions and roles on record
thus far in meeting the commu-
nity’s needs in line with the con-
cept of Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD). The concept
that was introduced in 1987,
through the United Nations’ ini-
tiative, has now more than 30

tiative, has now more than 30
years of experience that the book
tries to capture and share. Not
only is it a testimony to how well
ESD is being embraced, it also
provides a framework of howESD
should bemoulded for the future.
This is done through another
multi-authored initiative penned
by experts from around the globe
offering “real” experiences that
are closely related to sustainable
development.
For the first time, the concept

of “sejahtera” (harmony) is aca-
demically documented in an in-
ternational publication of the es-
teemed United Nations Univer-
sity in Tokyo. This marks the
acceptance of the concept inter-
nationally in the attempt to ar-
ticulate ESD from indigenous
viewpoints. Thus enriching ESD

further as an inclusive platform
bymaking it more relevant to the
broader global community in
recognising that indigenous
knowledge and wisdom support-
ed sustainable ways of living cen-
turies ago — before it became
fashionable.
In a nutshell, sejahtera needs to

be appropriately understood,
contextualised and translated

into real i ty, especia l ly for
Malaysians who have been ver-
balising it often enough as often
heard in salam sejahtera — let
alone the taglines of agencies and
organisations. Yet deeper nu-
ances are less felt all round.
Unlike “amok” that is (in)fa-

mous worldwide, sejahtera is only
beginning to be felt globally of
late, academically speaking.
What is baffling, however, is that
the word had been embedded in
Falsafah Pendidikan Kebangsaan
or the National Education Philos-
ophy (FPK) some 30 years ago.
But it failed to make it into the
mainstream of the national ed-
ucation system— be it in schools,
what more, universities. Its ex-
istence in FPK is as “old” as ESD,
but the latter somehow is already
a global point of convergence
pervasive enough to capture our
imagination worldwide in trans-
forming education at all levels to
nurture a sustainable future.
It is because of this I ventured

to theme my keynote address as
“Fa l s a f ah Pend id i kan Ke-
bangsaan: Paving the ways for
Sustainable Development Goals”
(SDGs). It is to underscore that
FPK is not only relevant nation-
ally (despite its dismal use and
application), it is also globally
aligned, not least if sejahtera that
is embedded in FPK is given its
rightful meaning and nuances.
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More significantly, it is well in
sync with the overarching SDGs
targets of the 5Ps — people, plan-
et, prosperity, peace and part-
nership.
Each of them can bemapped to

the values and virtues of se-
jahtera, both at the micro (indi-
vidual) or even the macro (com-
munal or cosmic) level, hence,
amply making FPK the ideal
launch pad for ESD within the
SDGs framework.
This is the missing gap that

would have otherwise propelled
FPK into the arena 30 years ago;
so, too, the United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation Four Pillars of
Learning for the 21st century, 10
years later.
Indeed, FPK is 21st century,

ahead of its time, and it is sad to
note that we are searching to in-
terpret what 21st century edu-
cation is all about, when FPK has
been staring at us for more than
three decades now. I can only ex-
plain this observation by noting
the famous Malay(sian) proverb:
nyamuk di seberang laut nam-
pak, gajah dihadapan mata tidak
nampak (spotting the mosquito
across the ocean,missing the ele-
phant in front of you), but inter-
preted more positively! Yes, FPK
h a s b e e n t h e e l e p h a n t
in the room that we are too
blind to see, let alone acknowl-
edge, despite the growing num-

ber of academics and institutions
of higher learning over the last 30
years.
It follows that we have been dis-

tracted by the irritating buzzing
of the “nyamuk” that had divert-
ed attention to side issues like
“ranking” and “soaring upwards”
sansFPK. In anutshell, harshas it
is, we have not delivered on the
education that we designed
through the wisdom founded on
FPK. Like it or not, we have
“failed” as far as FPK is con-
cerned.
Realising this, the rot must

stop. The “elephant” in the room
must be attended to; but not like
the six blind (wo)men! It must be
done as FPK dictates in its very
first sentence drafted in 1988,
namely: berterusan, menyeluruh
and bersepadu (continuous, com-
prehensive and integrated). Apt-
ly, today each is globally taken on
board to mean the same, viz.
“continuous-lifelong learning,
holistic-lifewide learning, and in-
tegrated-lifeworth learning, for
the 21st century!
Thanks to the FPK for those

who are discerning enough.
When it comes to education, it is
never too late.

Unlike “amok”
that is world

(in)famous,
“sejahtera” is only
beginning to be felt
globally of late,
academically
speaking. What is
baffling, however,
is that the word
had been
embedded in
Falsafah
Pendidikan
Kebangsaan or the
National EducationNational Education
Philosophy (FPK)
some 30 years ago.

The writer is a fellow of the Centre
of Policy Research and International
Studies (CenPRIS) and the chairman
of Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia's
Board of Directors.
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The National Education Philosophy (FPK) was way ahead of its
time. FILE PIC
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SUMMARIES
The term has been accepted internationally to articulate the concept of Education for Sustainable Development from
indigenous viewpoints

THE Global Higher Education Forum (GHEF) w a s s u c c e s s f u l l y launched for the sixth time last week, since it was init i
a t ed at Un i v e r s i t i S a i n s Malaysia 12 years ago.
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