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ABSTRACT 

 

 
This research aims to analyze the slang language used in self-expression Tweets of 

English Major students. English slang plays a significant role in daily communication 

among youth (Izmaylova et al., 2017) and Verheijin (2017) argued that the youngsters 

often use non-standard language forms when communicating via new media. The 

primary focus of this research is to analyze the types of slang and functions of slang 

used in self-expression Tweets of English Major students. Five participants were 

chosen and their Tweets from 2019 to May 2020 were analyzed. 29 slang words were 

found from their Tweets. Theory of Allan and Burridge (2006) and theory of Hymes 

(1989) were used to analyze the data. From the analysis, it was found that there were 

five types of slang used in the Tweets which consist of fresh and creative, flippant, 

imitative, acronym and clipping. Meanwhile, five slang functions were found to serve 

as to show impression, to initiate relaxed conversation, to address, to show intimacy 

and to reveal anger. It is hoped that this study will give benefits in the development of 

language studies as well as towards teachers and students from the language 

department. 

Keywords: Slang, Social Media, Self-expression, Tweets 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

 Human being is granted with a special capacity for language. Language is a human’s 

mechanism in order to communicate with one another. According to Sapir (1921), “language is a 

purely human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by 

means of voluntarily produced symbols” (p.8). Communication is the act of transmitting 

intended meanings from one person or group to another, using mutually understood signs and 

semiotic rules (Oswaal CBSE Question Bank, 2020). As mentioned by Yule (2006), human is 

born with remarkable capability for language for it is innate and no other creatures seems to have 

it. It is important to note that the language we use in everyday living is exceptionally varied 

(Wardhaugh & Fuller, 2015). Language varies across speakers and it reflects that different 

people have different ways of speaking depending on their region and social groups (Wardhaugh 

& Fuller, 2015).  

 According to Holmes (2013), the terms ‘World Englishes’ and ‘New Englishes’ have 

been used to highlight the range of different varieties of English that have been developed since 

the nineteenth century. Holmes (2013) reported that variation in old and new Englishes will 

continue to develop, be it written or spoken. Sociolinguists have developed few ways of 

categorising languages and one of them is by looking at the differences between vernacular 

language and standard language. It is stated that non-standard language varieties such as 

vernacular, dialect, jargon and accent is compatible with the concept of slang (Mattiello, 2005).  

Eble (1996) defined slang as “an ever-changing set of colloquial words and phrases that speakers 
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use to establish or reinforce social identity or cohesiveness within a group or with a trend or 

fashion in society at large” (p.11). Holmes (2013) mentioned that slang is an ephemeral 

phenomenon. As cited by Mattiello (2005), slang is prone to change over time and from place to 

place, and what is regarded as a slang for one person may not be the same for another (Anderson 

& Trudgill, 1990). Slang is lack of formality, hence the reason it is different from standard 

language.  

According to Holmes (2013), current slang has become the privilege of the young people 

and it is uncommon and sounds odd in the mouth of an older person. Young people feel a speech 

has its own beauty and emotionality when the use of slang is involved in it (Izmaylova et al., 

2017). Holmes (2013) also mentioned that slang is another vocabulary field which represents a 

person’s age. Holmes stated that slang signifies membership of a particular group, for example- 

the young. The use and renovation of slang and unconventional language is remarkably used by 

the young (Gonzalez, 1994). As mentioned by Rudman et al. (2018), the language used by young 

people will always diverge from standard English. Slang is regarded as fresh because it is 

predominantly used by young people such as teenagers, adolescents and college students 

(Mattiello, 2005).   

While fast-paced technology has witnessed the rapid development of English in the 

Internet age, Al-Kadi and Ahmed (2018) stated that English spelling, pronunciation, grammar 

and vocabulary have changed since the Internet became widely accessible. Communication via 

social media that is called computer-mediated communication is now pervasive and Verheijen 

(2017) stated that young people often use languages that deviates from the official spelling and 

grammar rules of standard language in media. According to Mokhsin et al. (2015), youth 

communication in online and text consist of mainly non-standard language forms. Verheijen 
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(2017) stated that many youths play with language when communicating via new media because 

they like to be creative and it contributes to their social identities as well.  

Besides, slang is used to express oneself. Cited by Mattiello (2005), slang indicates the 

speakers’ need to be fresh and startling in their expression (Partridge, 1947). While slang 

facilitates human communication, it also provides the user with extra communicative function 

such as in self-expression which cannot be accomplished ideally by standard language (Gomaa, 

2015). Today, most of social media platforms allow its user to regularly update on their thoughts, 

feelings and experiences to their larger network, which encouraging them on self-expression in 

social media. (Waterloo et al., 2017). It is reported in Gleason (2015) that young people used 

Twitter for self-expression, communication and information sharing. 

There are various studies done on analysing the slang language such as research done by 

Rizky (2018) on the functions of slang words used in comic books, Prihandoko (2012) and 

Latifah (2017) on the slang words used by characters in a movie, Wahyuni and Rosa (2013) on 

types of word formation of slang words found in television advertisement, Trimasturi (2017) on 

the slang words used in social media and Mahmunik (2015) on the slang language used in song 

lyrics. However, there are limited studies that analysed on slang language used by students which 

is regarded as powerful branch in the background of different slangs, and to address the deficit, it 

becomes the focus of this study. This study aims to analyse the slang language in self-expression 

Tweets among English Major students in Malaysia.  

 

1.2 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

 

Language is used to express and communicate thoughts and feelings. According to Kim 

and Ko (2007), self-expression refers to expressing one’s thoughts and feelings, and these 
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expressions can be attained through words, actions and choices. While the aspect of 

communication is significant in the relationship between individuals in society, it is notable that 

the relationship between language and thought in a person’s linguistic act requires the dimension 

of expression (Williams, 1993). Holmes (2013) stated that linguistic variations offer a choice of 

ways of expression. According to El Falaky (2016), the concept of slang refers to the linguistic 

variety that is considered to be popular among peers of equal social standards and status. 

Izmaylova et al. (2017) stated that slang is a language variety that refers to any distinguishable 

form of speech used by a speaker or group of speakers and Holmes (2013) mentioned that 

linguistic features of linguistic variety include word-structure (morphology), sounds, grammar or 

syntax as well as vocabulary.  

According to Holmes (2013), in sociolinguistics, some social factors have been pertinent 

in accounting for the particular linguistic variety used in which Holmes mentioned that in any 

situation, linguistic choices show people’s awareness of the influence of one or more of the 

following components: 1) the participants: who is speaking and who are they speaking to? 2) the 

setting or social context of the interaction: where are they speaking? 3) the topic: what is being 

talked about? 4) the function: why are they speaking?  

As mentioned by New Straits Times (2019), Malaysia was ranked top five globally and 

highest in Southeast Asia for mobile social media penetration. According to Hootsuite and We 

Are Social in their latest Digital 2019 report, the number of active social media users in Malaysia 

is 25 million and 44 percent of them use Twitter as one of their social media platforms. Also, 60 

percent of social media users were reported to be those aged from 18 to 34 years old. Twitter is a 

microblogging service which enables its user with short instant online written interaction, also 

known as Tweets (Cislaru, 2015). Twitter users can share anything through their Tweets which 



 
 
 

5  

have limited characters, between 140 up to 280 characters.  

According to Goldenberg et al (2018), social media is filled with emotion-eliciting 

content. Now, expressing or sharing thoughts and feelings do not occur only in face-to-face-

communication. Waterloo et al (2018) found out that young people aged from 15 to 25 years old 

practice self-expression across all platforms which consist of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 

WhatsApp. Since the Internet has become integral part of human’s lives, people express 

themselves through words as well in social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook. As stated 

by Bazarova et al (2015), people are progressively expressing themselves on social media sites, 

including tweets on Twitter and status updates and posts on others’ timelines in Facebook. 

 

1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

 

According to Izmaylova et al. (2017), slang is one of the most interesting and at the same 

time difficult phenomena of language. Cited by Gomaa (2015), slang plays a significant role in a 

society because it portrays the users’ linguistic inventiveness and ability (Chapman, 1986; Tobin, 

1972). Besides, according to Maylawati and Saptawati (2016), slang language increases a lot of 

new vocabulary. English slang plays a significant role in daily communication among youth 

(Izmaylova et al., 2017). Young people prompt to give their contribution to slang vocabulary 

because they feel that slang is compatible with their trends and attitudes (Mattiello, 2005). In 

online communication such as social media, the youngsters use language that often diverge from 

standard language (Verheijin, 2017). In addition, it is reported that the youth use English-

speaking slang for the expression of thoughts and sometimes the slang is only clear to their group 

(Izmaylova et al., 2017). Today, self-expression among young people is very common in social 

media since the media encourages interaction that includes self-expression. 
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There are various studies conducted regarding the slang language used in different 

platforms such as song lyrics (Bhuwana et al., 2018; Mahmunik, 2015), movies (Prihandoko, 

2012; Sudiyanti et al., 2018), advertisements (Wahyuni & Rosa, 2013), Instagram captions 

(Sheryllia, 2019), comic books (Rizky, 2018), and use of slang amongst youth (El Falaky, 2016; 

Gomaa, 2015; Izmaylova et al., 2017; Maros & Taufek, 2019) and many other platforms. As 

mentioned by Zamaletdinova and Izmaylova (2016), youth slang and its most powerful branch 

which is student slang are the most significant ones in the history of different slangs. However, 

among all the research done, there are very few studies on the analysis of slang language used by 

Malaysian students in social media. 

 

1.4 PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 

 Therefore, this study aims to analyze the slang language in self-expression Tweets among 

English Major students in Malaysia.  

 

1.5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 

RQ 1: What are the types of English slang words used by English Major students in their self-

expression Tweets? 

RQ 2: What are the functions of English slang words found in the students’ self-expression 

Tweets? 

 

1.6 DEFINITION OF TERMS 

 

1.6.1 Slang 

 

According to Eble (1996), “an ever-changing set of colloquial words and phrases that speakers 
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use to establish or reinforce social identity or cohesiveness within a group or with a trend or 

fashion in society at large.” (p.11).  

1.6.2 Tweet 

 

Public messages sent and received via Twitter known as ‘tweets’ are limited to 140 characters 

and can include links to blogs, web pages, images, videos and all other material online (Maclean 

et al., 2013). Recently, as retrieved from Twitter.com, the maximum Tweet length is maximised 

to 280 characters. 

1.6.3 Self-expression 

 

Expressing one’s thoughts and feelings, and these expressions can be 

attained through words, choices or actions (Kim & Ko, 2007).  

 

1.7 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

 

 Slang has been shaped and reshaped by the growth of technology which signifies the 

phenomenon of language development (Izmaylova et al., 2017). The data of this study shows 

that slang is the phenomenon of language development as it is widely used in social media, i.e. 

Twitter. According to Mattiello (2005), the slang vocabulary is not considered as a standard 

language and it does not fall under the formal vocabulary of knowledge and erudition usually 

heard in academic system. Hence, this study aims to give contribution in the development of 

language studies through the English slang words used by English Major students in their 

Tweets. Even though English Major students learn about English profoundly, but the fact that 

they use English slangs are remarkable. The result of this study is aimed to give better 

understanding on how slang is created and how it functions in written texts towards language 

students who might be interested in slang language. 
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1.8 ORGANIZATION OF CHAPTERS 

 

 This paper provides five chapters which consist of Introduction, Literature Review, 

Methodology, Findings, Discussions and Conclusion. First chapter which is Introduction 

comprises of the background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose statement, research 

questions, definitions of terms used in the study, significance of the study and organization of 

chapters. Next, Literature Review chapter presents the review of past research. The third chapter 

which is Methodology presents on how the data of this study is collected.  Chapter four consists 

of findings and discussion of the research findings. The last chapter of this study will conclude 

and summarize the whole research. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

 
2.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter provides an insight of what previous researchers have done on analysing 

slang language in various fields as well as the use of Allan and Burridge (2006) in determining 

types of slang and also the use of Hymes (1989) in determining functions of slang. Thus, there 

are three subtopics that will be discussed further which consists of slang, social media and 

language and lastly, self-expression.  

 

2.2 SLANG 

 

 Slang is regarded as a non-standard language that is used by various backgrounds of 

people. Sociolinguists have developed few ways of categorising languages and one of them is by 

looking at the differences between vernacular language and standard language. Thus, it is 

important to note that non-standard language varieties such as dialect, vernacular, jargon and 

accent is compatible with the concept of slang (Mattiello, 2005). Since Holmes (2013) stated that 

vocabulary or word choice is a significant aspect in linguistic variation, Holmes provided an 

example of how a slang word is developed and began to be used by a particular sub-group. The 

word wicked is being used by young people which is to mean ‘really good’. Say a particular 

subgroup - young men are the first in using the particular word wicked as to mean ‘really good.’ 

If other groups such as young boys or young women found them admirable, then they too will 

start using the word and start spreading it out. This will gradually spread to the whole 

community and become the new norm or standard for communicating the ‘really good’ concept. 
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As slang is an ephemeral phenomenon, the word wicked may survive to act as a marker of the 

language of those groups, or it may be replaced with the next in-word for ‘really good’. 

Similarly, according to Zamaletdinova and Izmaylova (2016), young people tend to use simple 

structures frequently in their language which they are able to transmit their own thoughts 

quickly. People usually use more vernacular forms when they are young but as they grow older 

and adapt with society’s expectations, they are inclined to use more standard forms (Holmes, 

2013).  

 A study by Viljanen (2019) found out several slang words such as bae, wifey, MVP, 

sassy, cray, sicko, stan, sus and thot that are widely used in social media. The study reviewed the 

background information, its origins, use on social media and use in the corpora of each slang 

word. For instance, Viljanen reported that the word stan is a result of blending the words of 

stalker and fan and it is used to refer to someone who is obsessed with a celebrity. It originates 

from the rapper Eminem’s song which is titled stan. However, it is mentioned that stan has begun 

to be used as a verb, such as “I stan her!” or “I stan!” with no object required. Moreover, the 

research also found out that 1.2 million posts were tagged on Instagram with the hashtag #stan 

and the verb use of the word was also more or less equally popular on Twitter. 

 In another study, Rizky (2018) analyzed the contextual meanings and functions of the 

slang words found in two different comic books. Some of the slang words include honey, 

sweeties, dammit and gosh, suck and gal. The researcher gives the meaning of slang words based 

on the word use of the comic book’s characters. For example, the word gosh has the contextual 

meaning of a mild exclamation of surprise and the researcher categorized its function into 

emotive feeling function. Cited by Rizky (2018), the emotive function discloses the speakers’ 

attitude towards their subject. This shows that slang has a function for expressing emotion in 
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terms of psychological need. 

 According to Allan and Burridge (2006), there are five types of slang in order to classify 

the slang words which are fresh and creative, flippant, imitative, acronym and clipping. Fresh 

and creative is a type of slang of which the slang has a brand-new vocabulary, informal variety 

and comes from cleverness and imagination. It can be up-to-date words or old words that people 

might not recognize. Next, flippant is when the slang consists of two or more words in which the 

words composed do not have any relationship with the denotative meaning. Besides, imitative is 

when the slang imitates or derives from Standard English (SE); by using SE words that refer to 

different meanings or when combining two different words. Acronym is the outcome of forming 

a word from the first letters of each word in a phrase. Clipping is another type of slang which is 

formed by deleting some parts of the words to become a shorter form. However, the meaning of 

the words remains the same.  

 Meanwhile, in a study by Prihandoko (2012), the researcher analysed on the slang words 

used by the characters in “Ramona and Beezus” movie through sociolinguistics approach. The 

researcher used the theory of Allen and Burridge (2006) in determining the slang types and 

Hymes (1989) for slang functions. The findings show that imitative type is the highly used type 

of slangs by the movie characters and different slang functions demonstrated by the characters in 

the movie in each type of slang. 

 

2.3 SOCIAL MEDIA AND LANGUAGE 

 

 In recent years, the use of social media has grown massively, both worldwide and in 

Malaysia. According to Hootsuite and We Are Social in their latest Digital 2019 report, Malaysia 

has 25 million of active social media users and 60 percent of them consists of those aged from 18 

to 34 years old. Besides, social media or regarded as a new media provides its own platform in 
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non-verbal communication to its user. For instance, Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram 

have their own various functionality that are served to facilitate people. It is important to note on 

computer mediated communication or known as CMC that is being defined according to 

(Herring, 1996) as “communication that takes place between human beings via the 

instrumentality of computers” (p.1), as cited by Indrova (2011). Cited by Verheijin (2017), 

(Jacobs, 2008) defined CMC as “the practice of using networked computers and alphabetic text 

to transmit messages between people or groups of people across space and time” (p.470). 

 A research by Verheijin (2017) delved into the study of youth language use in Dutch 

written computer mediated communication. It can be concluded from the study that the language 

Dutch youths use diverges from Standard Dutch when communicating via new media and this is 

based on several writing dimensions which are orthography, typography, syntax and lexis. The 

study also confirmed that online writings of youth deliver a range of linguistic diversity because 

the result showed a highly statistically significant interaction between medium (MSN, SMS, 

Twitter and WhatsApp and each of the linguistic features. It is the same case for the interactions 

between age groups (adolescents, young adults) and the linguistic features.  

On the other hand, the use of slangs in Instagram among Malaysian youth were reported 

in a study of Maros and Taufek (2019) which the result shows 173 slang words made by 25 

participants in a total of 500 Instagram posts. The researcher categorized the slang words into 

five types which are fresh and creative, flippant, imitative, acronym and clipping. Some of the 

slang words found are adulting, lowkey, spill the tea, sis, fam, wanna, y’all, istg, tbh, and smh. 

The researcher also carried out a quantitative method in their study in which the results of the 

questionnaire indicate that all of the participants agreed that they use slang in their daily 

conversation and when communicating or posting online, they prefer to use slang rather than 
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formal language when posting pictures, instastories, and comment on Instagram and they could 

understand the slang words that their friends use on Instagram and vice versa. In addition, 

majority of the participants are attracted to involve in the conversation every time slangs appear 

in their timeline and they do not have a communication barrier when using slangs on Instagram.  

In another study, Jimma (2017) looked into language of social media or specifically 

examination of English as a lingua franca in social media. According to Jimma (2017), “despite 

being the most widespread language in the world, with the advent of social media, English has 

reached its peak of dissemination thanks to the use of ELF propitiated by these types of services” 

(p.25). The results of the survey claimed that English is the lingua franca of social media that 

provides for people of different backgrounds to connect and link with each other when they 

attempt to establish meaningful interactions in the digital world. The researcher also notes on the 

widespread use of English that leads to few consequences of the language evolution which is the 

influx of acronym and slang usage. 

 

2.4 SELF-EXPRESSION 

 

 According to Kim and Ko (2007), self-expression allows individuals to be distinct from 

others, to affirm their own definitions of self and to reflect their own beliefs and needs. As 

mentioned by Kim and Sherman (2007), “expression of thoughts, feelings, and intentions 

implicates many different aspects of human life and psychology” (p.10). The study reveals the 

importance of self-expression as a significant social behavior that can affect and alter internal 

psychological processes. Cited by Kim and Ko (2007), studies have shown that one of the ways 

people express their self-identities is through their choices and preferences for objects and 

opinions (Prentice, 1987; Smith, Bruner, & White, 1956). People express themselves in many 

forms including through music, art and speech. Today, since the use of social media has become 
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prevalent, it presents an opportunity for an individual’s self-expression.  

 The most popular online content sharing platform is social media which comprises of 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube (MCMC, 2018). For instance, Twitter is a free social 

networking tool that allows people to share information, in a real-time news feed through posting 

brief comments about their experiences and thoughts (Maclean et al., 2013). Waterloo et al 

(2018) found out that young people aged from 15 to 25 years old practice self-expression across 

all platforms which consist of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and WhatsApp 

 A study done by Orehek and Human (2017) looked into both positive and accurate 

perceptions can be evoked from self-expression on social media. The researcher stated that 

Tweets may facilitate accurate self-expression in some ways and as cited by Orehek and Human 

(2017), self-expression on the Internet allows people to share things about themselves which 

offers less fear of rejection or criticism than face-to-face interactions with their social network 

(Bargh, McKenna, & Fitzsimons, 2002). The findings show that Twitter can be an effective 

channel for accurate and positive self-expression of personality traits. 

 On the other hand, a study by Williams (1993) looked into expression and 

communication as basic linguistic functions. The researcher mentioned about the primary 

function of language is communication as language is a shared system of codified values. 

However, the researcher argued that expression is more fundamental as a function of language. 

The researcher also stated that the dimension of communication involves the relationship among 

individuals in society, while dimension of expression refers to the relationship between language 

and thought in the linguistic act of a person. According to Williams (1993): 

Expression is the act of putting thought into verbal form, which involves the encoding or 

creation of a text or utterance. The individual engages in language as both a 
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speaker/listener and a writer/reader, and this engagement involves both acts of expression 

and communication. The act of expression is the domain of linguistic creativity, which is 

not the mere mechanical production of an utterance according to the grammatical rules of 

the linguistic code, but also the creation of a unique text with individual meaning. (p.99) 

Slang is significantly used by people of all backgrounds and it is particularly familiar among 

young people. Past studies have found various English slang words from social media platforms 

as people normally prefer to use a non-standard language when communicating in the media. 

This leads to the present study that will look at English slang in self-expression Tweets of 

Malaysian youth- specifically English Major students.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

 In this chapter, the methodology of conducting this study is explained. This study 

analyses the slang language in self-expression Tweets among English major students in 

Malaysia. The sample of this study comes from the Tweets in Twitter of English major students 

from the year 2019 to May 2020. The data and the method of analysing the data will be 

discussed in depth. 

 

3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN 

 

 This study used a descriptive qualitative approach to answer the research questions of the 

study. The research questions of this study are: 1) what are the types of English slang used by 

English major students in their self-expression Tweets? and 2) what are the functions of English 

slang found in the students’ self-expression Tweets? 

 According to Nassaji (2015), the objective of descriptive research is to describe a 

phenomenon and its characteristics and this research often relates to what has happened rather 

than why or how something has happened. Vickie and Clinton (2012) mentioned that qualitative 

descriptive research is a comprehensive overview of specific events encountered by individuals 

or groups of individuals. 

Purposive sampling method was used in identifying the participants of this study. Etikan 

et al. (2015) mentioned that purposive sampling technique is “the deliberate choice of a 

participant due to the qualities the participant possesses” (p.2). This is simply referring to the 
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researcher who determines what needs to be known and aims to who can provide the information 

by knowledge and experience. In this study, English Major students were chosen as they owned 

the characteristics of having wide knowledge of English and they have been observed by the 

researcher to be using English slang and vocabulary. 

 This study was conducted by collecting the data, arranging or classifying the data and 

analysing the data of the research.  

  

 

3.3 DATA COLLECTION 

 

 This study looked at the slang words used in Twitter. This study adapts the approach of 

Prihandoko (2012). The data came from the Tweets of English major students of the year 2019 to 

May 2020. Firstly, the participants were identified. Five participants were chosen by 

convenience sampling. These participants were from International Islamic University Malaysia 

and majoring in English. Five of them consist of one male participant and four female 

participants and they aged from 22 to 23 years old. Secondly, the Twitter handle of the 

participants was searched in Twitter search. The Tweets of the participants will then appear on 

the screen. Thirdly, Tweets containing slang words were recognized and the slang words were 

checked based on previous research and dictionaries. These slang words are taken from self-

expression Tweets that were being tweeted in both fully English and code mix- English and 

Malay. The slang words were then analyzed and classified into its respective types and functions. 

Next, the slang words are classified into codes based on the number of participants, the number 

of Tweets in which the slang word is used, slang types and slang functions. Below is the example 

of data coding.  
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(P1, T19, I, 4) 

Dad is here in our room while listening to wonder girls! We stan! 

 

a. P1: Participant 1 

b. T19: Tweet 19 in which contains the slang 

c. I: The first type of slang which is Fresh and Creative 

d. 4: The fourth function of slang which is to show impression 

 

3.4 DATA ANALYSIS PROCEDURES 

 

 Firstly, the data were categorized into different slang types. The analysis of the data was 

then conducted by describing the setting, participants and topic in which the slang words came 

from. In this step, the self-expression Tweets of English major students are the reference for the 

study. Next, the slang functions were interpreted and discussed.  

 To answer the first Research Question which is ‘What are the types of English slang 

words used by English major students in their self-expression Tweets?’, Allan and Burridge 

theory’s (2006) was used as a guideline in order to classify the slang words. According to Allan 

and Burridge (2006), there are five types of slang which are fresh and creative (I), flippant (II), 

imitative (III), acronym (IV) and clipping (V).  

 To answer the second Research Question which is ‘what are the functions of English 

slang words found in the students’ self-expression Tweets?’, this study adapts the approach of 

Prihandoko (2012) that used the theory of Hymes (1989) in analyzing the slang functions. There 

are seven slang functions which are to address (1), to form intimate atmosphere (2), to initiate 

relaxed conversation (3), to show impression (4), to show intimacy (5), to reveal anger (6) and to 
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humiliate (7). In answering this research question, the definitions for the slang word will be 

provided which are taken from Dictionary.com and Urbandictionary.com.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 
This study is a qualitative study which aims to analyze the types and functions of slang 

language used in self-expression Tweets among English major students in a Malaysian 

university.  

 

4.1 Research Question 1: What are the types of English slang words used by English Major 

students in their self-expression Tweets? 

According to Allen and Burridge (2006), types of slang are divided into five which are 

fresh and creative, flippant, imitative, acronym and clipping. Each type carries different word 

features. The following table shows the slang words found in self-expression Tweets of English 

Major students from the year 2019 to May 2020. The words are categorized into its respective 

types of slang.  

The table shows a total number of 29 slang words which seven slang words fall under 

fresh and creative type, one belongs to flippant type and another seven words are classified under 

imitative type. Meanwhile, acronym type has the most slang words which are 12 words and the 

remaining six words fall under the clipping type.  

Table 1: Slang words found in Tweets of the students from the year 2019 to May 2020 are 

categorized into five types of slang; Fresh and Creative, Flippant, Imitative, Acronym and 

Clipping. 

Fresh and 

Creative 

Flippant Imitative Acronym Clipping 

Adulting Low key Gonna Smh Fam 
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Trolling  Wanna Omg Bros 

Stan  Tryna Istg Sis 

Flexing  Yknow Atm  

Freaking  Y’all Brb  

Legit  Ofc Tbh  

  Cool Rn  

   Fr  

   Loml  

   Ootd  

   Jn  

   Fgs  

 

4.1.1 Fresh and Creative 
 

 According to Mattiello (2007), slang is fresh in the sense that it is creative and inventive. 

Fresh and creative refers to a type of slang when it has a new vocabulary and it is an informal 

variety and comes from imagination and cleverness (Allen & Burridge, 2006).  

 There are seven slang words which are categorized into a fresh and creative type and 

these words are adulting, trolling, stan, cool, flexing, legit and freaking. Mattiello (2007) also 

mentioned that slang is fresh in the sense it is modern and trendy because when people 

communicate, they deliver a message and give information about who they are i.e creating an 

identity. This is supported by a study of Maros and Taufek (2019) that found some of the slang 

words used by Malaysian youth Instagram users in this type include lit, slay, cutie, cancelled, 

potato, adulting, swag and friyay while Prihandoko (2012) discovered slang words such as troll, 

yummy and fancy in Ramona and Bezuss Movie.  
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Slang Words Data Code 

Trolling (P3, T1, I, 4), (P1, T15, I, 4) 

Stan  (P1, T2, I, 4), (P1, T19, I, 4) 

Legit (P1, T4, I, 4), (P1, T20, I, 4) 

Freaking (P5, T15, I, 4), (P4, T11, I, 4) 

Adulting (P4, T12, I, 4) 

Flexing (P4, T2, I, 4) 

Table 2: Slang words with data code in Fresh and Creative type 

 

4.1.2 Flippant 
 

 There is only one slang word found to be in flippant type which is low key. Flippant is a 

type of slang when the slang word is made up of two words or more in which the words 

composed do not correlate with its denotative meaning. For instance, the phrase low key consists 

of two words and each of them has different meanings. However, when the two words are 

combined, the meaning of the words changes and they are completely different from the original 

meaning. According to Mattiello (2007), slang enriches the standard language in various ways. 

For example, slang enhances the language with novel meanings. This is in line with a study done 

by Maros and Taufek (2019) that revealed slang words in flippant type such as throw shade, spill 

the tea and break a leg while in Sudiyanti et al. (2018) found the word fancy pants in the movie 

of Step Up: All In. Prihandoko (2012) found slang words such as big deal and butt out in this 

type. 

Slang Words Data Code 

Low Key (P5, T4, II, 3), (P5, T6, 11, 3) 

Table 3: Slang words with data code for Flippant type 
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4.1.3 Imitative 
 

 There are seven slang words found in imitative type which are gonna, wanna, tryna, 

yknow, y’all, gotta and ofc. The key to grouping a slang word into imitative is when the word 

imitates Standard English words and has a new meaning, or when combining two different 

words. For instance, gonna stands for going to, ofc stands for of course, wanna refers to want to, 

tryna means trying to, yknow is you know, y’all stands for you all and gotta stands for got to. 

Similarly, slang words such as gonna, wanna, y’all, tryna, yknow and cool were found in past 

studies of Prihandoko (2012), Sudiyanti et al. (2018), Putra (2018) and Maros and Taufek 

(2019). 

Slang Words Data Code 

Gonna (P1, T3, III, 3), (P1, T5, III, 3), (P4, T10, III, 

3), (P1, T13, III, 3), (P5, T5, III, 3), (P5, T8, 

III, 3) 

Wanna (P1, T10, III, 3), (P3, T2, III, 3), (P4, T8, III, 

3),  

Tryna (P2, T1, III, 3) 

Y’all (P1, T9, III, 1), (P1, T21, III, 1), (P5, T1, III, 

1), (P5, T2, III, 1), (P5, T3, III, 1), (P5, T7, 

III, 1) 

Ofc (P4, T3, III, 3), (P4, T8, III, 3) 

Yknow (P1, T16, III, 3) 

Cool (P1, T4, III, 5), (P2, T1, III, 5) 

Table 4: Slang words with data code for Imitative type 

 

4.1.4 Acronym 
 

Acronym is the result of forming a word that uses the first letters of each word in a phrase 

or a group of words. According to Putra (2018), the difference between acronym in slang type 
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and standard acronym is the acronym in slang type is read as a word. The data found includes 

smh, omg, istg, atm, jk, tbh, rn, fr, ootd and loml. This is in line with the findings of Maros and 

Taufek (2019) which had acronyms such as istg, smh, tbh, brb and other acronyms like rip, lol, 

idk and jk in Instagram posts of Malaysian youth. 

Slang Words Data Code 

Smh (P5, T12, IV, 6), (P5, T13, IV, 6) 

Omg (P3, T4, IV, 4), (P5, T9, IV, 4) 

Istg (P1, T12, IV, 4) 

Atm (P3, T3, IV, 3) 

Jn (P1, T6, IV, 3) 

Tbh (P1, T11, IV, 4) 

Rn (P2, T2, IV, 3) 

Fr (P1, T20, IV, 4) 

Ootd (P5, T11, IV, 3) 

Loml (P5, T10, IV, 3) 

Brb (P5, T8, IV, 3) 

Fgs (P1, T14, IV, 4) 

Table 5: Slang words with data code for Acronym type 

 

4.1.5 Clipping 
 

 Clipping is a type of slang by deleting some parts of the original word in order to make it 

shorter and the meaning of the word remains the same. There are six slang words found in self-

expression Tweets which are sis, bro, fam, bros, ma and bcs. As mentioned by Putra (2018), the 

use of imagination and the effort to achieve a certain point in communication resulted in the 

deletion of some parts of the word in slang expression. Similarly, Sudiyanti et al. (2018) and 
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Putra (2018) found the word bro in clipping type and in Maros and Taufek (2019) found slang 

words of fam, sis and bros. 

Slang Words Data Code 

Fam (P1, T2, V, 5), (P1, T8, V, 5), (P1, T17, V, 5), 

(P1, T18, V, 5) 

Sis (P2, T1, V, 1), (P5, T2, V, 1) 

Bros (P1, T1, V, 1), (P1, T7, V, 1),  

Table 6: Slang words with data code for Clipping type 

 

4.2 Research Question 2: What are the functions of English slang words found in the 

students’ self-expression Tweets? 

This study adapts past research of Priyanka (2018) and Sudiyanti et al. (2018) that used 

the theory of Hymes (1989) in determining the slang functions. According to Hymes (1989), 

there are seven slang functions which include to address, to form intimate atmosphere, to initiate 

relaxed conversation, to show impression, to show intimacy, to reveal anger and to humiliate. In 

this study, there are five functions of slang which are to show impression, to initiate relaxed 

conversation, to address, to show intimacy and to reveal anger. Following is the findings for the 

second research question which seeks to find the functions of English slang words from the 

students’ self-expression Tweets.  

 

4.2.1 To Show Impression 
 

 Showing impression in slang functions means when a person is impressed about 

something they see or someone they meet, they tend to use slang words in order to express their 

impression especially in an informal situation. The data found in this type which are adulting, 
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trolling, stan, flexing, legit, freaking, omg, istg, fr, fgs and tbh are served as a function to express 

impression. Hence, the word stan, fgs and flexing will be analyzed further and it represents the 

other slang words as well. For instance, in comparison with Sudiyanti et al. (2018), wow is the 

slang word that serves as a function to show impression in which it is used in a dialogue in Step 

Up: All In movie. The dialogue is the conversation between Moose and McGowan. Moose used 

the word wow to express his impression about McGowan’s grandmother who was a prison 

warden. 

To Show Impression Function 

Adulting (P4, T12, I, 4) 

Freaking (P5, T15, I, 4), (P4, T11, I, 4) 

Stan  (P1, T2, I, 4), (P1, T19, I, 4) 

Flexing (P4, T2, I, 4) 

Trolling (P3, T1, I, 4), (P1, T15, I, 4) 

Legit (P1, T4, I, 4), (P1, T20, I, 4) 

Omg (P3, T4, IV, 4), (P5, T9, IV, 4) 

Istg  (P1, T12, IV, 4) 

Fr (P1, T20, IV, 4) 

Tbh (P1, T11, IV, 4) 

Fgs (P1, T14, IV, 4) 

Table 7 

Firstly, according to Dictionary.com, stan is a slang for someone who is a passionate fan 

especially of a celebrity or music group. Stan can also refer to a verb for liking something a great 

deal. Next, the slang word stan with data code of (P1, T2, I, 4) and (P1, T19, I, 4) are analyzed 

below.  
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1. (P1, T2, I, 4) 

Hello yah, u can actually ask ariff to make this one kekeke @izzahsyahirahh. We only stan 

one baker in our fam. 

The word stan is found in the first participant’s self-expression Tweets. In Tweet 2, the 

participant was quoting another Tweet that showed a video of baking a cake and expressed 

herself by tagging her family member (@izzahsyahirah) to have asked another family member 

(ariff) to bake the cake. The participant then conveyed a thought or feeling that ‘we only stan one 

baker in our fam’ which means she might like her family member ariff to be the only baker in 

their family or she is a fan of her family member’s bakes.  

 

2. (P1, T19, I, 4) 

Dad is here in our room while listening to wonder girls! We stan! 

In this Tweet, the participant conveyed that her father is in her room while listening to the 

female band, Wonder Girls. She expressed her feeling by using the word stan as a verb to refer to 

her father’s action as something a great deal. 

 Secondly, according to UrbanDictionary.com, flexing means showing off while 

Dictionary.com provides its meaning as “to show off”, it can be one’s physique, belongings or 

things that seem to be superior than others. The act of flexing is often considered as power move.  

3. (P4, T2, I, 4) 

Everyone’s flexing their cooking skills on socmed but not me bcs I’m too lazy for it. After 

cooking, kita main game muahahah. 

 In Tweet 2 of fourth participant, she expressed about people showing off their cooking 

skills in social media but she is too lazy to show off as others. She might have used the slang 
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word flexing to convey her impression about things she encountered. 

Next, the acronym fgs with data code (P1, T14, IV, 4) will be analyzed further. 

According to Urbandictionary.com, fgs is an acronym that stands for god’s sake which is usually 

used to express surprise, exasperation or dismay.  

4. (P1, T14, IV, 4) 

 

Always always always remind me to NOT get attached to fictional characters fgs :( 

 In Tweet 14 of the first participant, she was expressing that she needs to be reminded that 

she should not get attached to fictional characters. The use of fgs might express her exasperation 

towards her situation. 

 

4.2.2 To Initiate Relaxed Conversation 
 

Initiating a relaxed conversation refers to when the speakers prefer to use slang rather 

than standard variation in order to create a smooth setting in an informal situation. Low key, 

gonna, wanna, tryna, ofc and yknow are the data found in this function. The word low key and 

gonna will be analyzed further below. For example, Prihandoko (2012) discussed the word 

wanna that serves as a function to initiate a relaxed conversation in Ramona and Bezuss movie. 

The character named Robert used wanna instead of want to because he wanted to establish a 

relaxed or comfortable conversation with Ramona and also the topic of the conversation was not 

serious. 

To initiate relaxed conversation function 

Gonna (P1, T3, III, 3), (P1, T5, III, 3), (P4, T10, III, 

3), (P1, T13, III, 3), (P5, T5, III, 3), (P5, T8, 

III, 3)  

Wanna (P1, T10, III, 3), (P3, T2, III, 3), (P4, T8, III, 

3) 
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Low Key (P5, T4, II, 3), (P5, T6, II, 3) 

Tryna (P2, T1, III, 3) 

Ofc (P4, T3, III, 3), (P4, T8, III, 3) 

Yknow (P1, T16, III, 3) 

Table 8 

 Dictionary.com provides the meaning of low key as “quiet”, “restrained”, “moderate”, or 

“easygoing”. It may also refer to an adverb meaning “of low or moderate intensity”. The slang 

word low key with data code of (P5, T4, II, 3) and (P5, T6, II, 3) are analyzed below.  

 

1. (P5, T4, II, 3) 

Lowkey annoyed 

2. (P5, T6, II, 3) 

I lowkey feel like deleting ig and uh twitter? 

This data came from the fifth participant’s self-expression Tweets. In Tweet 4, she might 

express herself as being annoyed but the annoyed feeling she had was in a quiet or restrained 

way. Meanwhile, in Tweet 6, she was expressing her thoughts or feelings in deleting Instagram 

and Twitter but what she felt might be in a quiet or restrained feeling. The participant might have 

used the slang word in her self-expression Tweets to sound relaxed. She also might be 

considering the audience who could read her Tweets so she was being cautious in expressing 

herself.  

According to Dictionary.com, gonna stands for going to in informal speech. The word 

gonna with data code of (P1, T3, III, 3), (P1, T5, III, 3), (P4, T10, III, 3), (P1, T13, III, 3), (P5, 

T5, III, 3), (P5, T8, III, 3) and (P5, T11, III, 3) will be analyzed in depth below.  
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1. (P1, T3, III, 3) 

People be fangirling over LMH, LJS, Hyun Bin, PSJ, JCW. Basically yg mmg famous/top gila 

or drama yg people hype, when they are actually more underrated actors that deserve more 

recognitions. Mainly underrated dramas ah. But then it’s okay, im just gonna keep em to 

myself 

In this Tweet 3 of the first participant, the participant was expressing her thoughts on 

Korean actors and she may use the slang word gonna since it is not a serious topic and to initiate 

a relaxed interaction. 

 

2. (P1, T5, III, 3) 

Im just gonna eat a lil, mkn ubat & sleep 

Meanwhile, in Tweet 5 of the first participant, she was conveying her thoughts that she 

will eat, consume drugs and sleep. She might have used gonna to sound relaxed in the Tweet. 

 

3. (P1, T13, III, 3) 

Or im just gonna cry myself to sleep 

 The first participant also used the word gonna in Tweet 13, in which she was expressing 

her feelings of wanting to cry until she fell asleep.  

 

4. (P4, T10, III, 3) 

Now i feel like a grown up bcs bawa siblings i ke sana ke mari. Now we’re gonna find a place 
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to eat and I’m thinking of bringing them to klcc for a night walk lolol 

 

In Tweet 10 of fourth participant, she was conveying her thoughts and feelings that she 

felt like a grown up as she brought her siblings to places and she might have used the word 

gonna to achieve a smooth conversation between her and the audience.  

 

5. (P5, T5, III, 3) 

I can sense whats gonna happen 

The fifth participant in Tweet 5 was expressing herself that she could sense the things 

that might happen. The topic might be light, hence, the word gonna is used in the Tweet to create 

a relaxed interaction. 

 

6. (P5, T8, III, 3) 

I kind of know how is this thing gonna turn out so brb im gonna listen to infinity on repeat 

In Tweet 8, the fifth participant conveyed her thoughts on knowing how things will turn 

out for her and she will listen to a song on repeat. She might have used the word gonna to sound 

relaxed in her Tweet.  

 

4.2.3 To Address 
 

 The third function of slang is to address. In this function, the slang word is used by the 

speaker to address someone else in order to maintain the relationship. According to Sudiyanti et 

al. (2018), people tend to use certain varieties of addresses in addressing their close friends or 

family in order to maintain the relationship and to let the conversation run smoothly. Y’all, sis 
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and bros are the slang words that fall under this function. The word y’all and bros will be 

analyzed further with data code of (P1, T9, III, 1), (P1, T21, III, 1), (P5, T1, III, 1), (P5, T2, III, 

1), (P5, T3, III, 1) and (P5, T7, III, 1) and (P1, T1, V, 1), (P1, T7, V, 1). According to 

Dictionary.com, y’all means you all.  

To Address Function 

Y’all (P1, T9, III, 1), (P1, T21, III, 1), (P5, T1, III, 

1), (P5, T2, III, 1), (P5, T3, III, 1) and (P5, 

T7, III, 1) 

Sis (P2, T1, V, 1), (P5, T2, V, 1) 

Bros (P1, T1, V, 1), (P1, T7, V, 1) 

Table 9 

1. (P1, T9, III, 1) 

 

Y’all look at my daging masak kicap/blackpepper! It smells so damn good too 

In Tweet 9 of the first participant, she expressed about her cooking that looked yummy 

and she attached a photo of her cooking in the Tweet as well. She might use the word y’all to 

address her audience or followers to notice her Tweet. 

 

2. (P1, T21, III, 1) 

 

Y’all i can unlock my mum’s phone w my face! Igtkan my phone rupanya it was mum’s. 

Hahahhahaha 

In Tweet 21, the first participant also addressed her audience or followers with the word 

y’all as she was expressing how she could unlock her mother’s phone with her face when she 

thought it was hers.  

 

3. (P5, T1, III, 1) 
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Yall my stomach is buuuurrning 

  The fifth participant in Tweet 1 was addressing her followers or audience by using the 

word y’all and telling that her stomach is burning. 

 

4. (P5, T2, III, 1) 

 

Been knew sis but i just play along to see how far yall can go 

Meanwhile, in Tweet 2 of the fifth participant, she was addressing someone with the 

word y’all as she was expressing how she had known about something but she just played along 

to see how far the said person can go. 

 

5. (P5, T3, III, 1) 

 

Lol its like yall been using me to get rid of the guilty feeling 

Similarly, in Tweet 3, the participant also was addressing someone by using the word 

y’all in the Tweet as she was expressing how the said person is using her to get rid of guiltiness.  

 

6. (P5, T7, III, 1) 

 

Happy national girlfriend day to all my girl friends yall the best! 

In Tweet 7 of fifth participant, she wished happy national girlfriend day to her girlfriends 

and she used the word y’all to address her girlfriends by saying they are the best. 

 Next, the word bros with data code of (P1, T1, V, 1) and (P1, T7, V, 1) will be analyzed 

further. According to Dictionary.com, the meaning of bros refers to brothers which is usually 

used to refer to a male. 
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1. (P1, T1, V, 1) 

 

Everyday routine kat rumah: 

 

I will masak for bfast/lunch, my two sisters will sidai/angkat/lipat/kemas kain, and my 3 bros 

will kemas will kemas after makan, basuh pinggan & buang sampah (pandai2 lah depa agihkan 

tugas masing2) 

 

Kerjasama penting ok, bukan child labour  

 In Tweet 1, the participant was sharing about her everyday routine at home with her 

siblings. She used the word bros to address her brothers doing the house chores.  

 

2. (P1, T7, V, 1) 

 

Bersyukur sbb my 3 bros byk membantu. Kalau i masak and siap berbuka semua they will 

kemas meja and basuh pinggan mangkuk lepas mkn. Tolong buang sampah & usually sahur 

diorang yg tlg kemas semua. We delegate tasks among us. Senang. Fair & square semua kena 

tolong :) 

  Similarly, the first participant also conveyed about doing house chores with her siblings 

in this Tweet and she used the word bros to address her brothers in the Tweet. 

 

4.2.4 To Show Intimacy 
 

 Another function that is found in the students’ self-expression Tweets is to show 

intimacy. At times, speakers may prefer to use slang rather than standard variation as they tend to 

show intimacy through the slang used. Slang can be an effective way for showing intimacy 

between people. For instance, Prihandoko (2012) discussed the word crush that was used in the 

conversation between the character named Robert and Beatrice in Ramona and Beezus movie. 

Robert and Beatrice have the relationship of father and daughter. Instead of using the word love, 

Robert used the word crush that has a meaning of a romanticized affection for someone because 

he wanted to ask her daughter if she had someone she loves. The researcher mentioned that 
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people opt to use slang or certain vocabulary in order to show intimacy of their relationship. 

To Show Intimacy Function 

Fam (P1, T2, V, 5), (P1, T8, V, 5), (P1, T17, V, 5), 

(P1, T18, V, 5) 

Cool (P1, T4, III, 5), (P2, T1, III, 5) 

Table 10 

 The word cool with the data code of (P1, T4, III, 5) and (P2, T1, III, 5) will be analyzed 

in depth below. According to Dictionary.com, cool is a slang that is used to express acceptance, 

approval or admiration.  

1. (P1, T4, III, 5) 

 

My uncle from my dad’s side legit asked for my acc no sbb takleh visit raya. I have cool uncles 

hahhahaha 

In Tweet 4 of the first participant, she expressed about her uncle asking for her bank 

account number as her uncle wanted to give some money. She used the word cool to describe her 

uncle and this shows intimacy between the participant and her uncle. 

2. (P2, T1, III, 5) 

 

Tryna be cool sis 

While in Tweet 1 of the second participant, she was expressing herself of trying to be 

cool and she might use the word cool to show intimacy between her and the situation she was in. 

Next, the word fam with data code (P1, T2, V, 5), (P1, T8, V, 5), (P1, T17, V, 5) and (P1, 

T18, V, 5). According to Dictionary.com, fam is short for family. It is a slang word used for 

one’s close friends or one’s people. 

1. (P1, T2, V, 5) 

Hello yah, u can actually ask ariff to make this one kekeke @izzahsyahirahh. We only stan one 
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baker in our fam 

 In this Tweet, the participant was quoting another Tweet that showed a video of baking a 

cake and expressed herself by tagging her family member (@izzahsyahirah) to have asked 

another family member (ariff) to bake the cake and saying they only favour one baker in their 

family. The participant might have used the word fam in this Tweet to show intimacy between 

her and her family members.  

 

2. (P1, T8, V, 5) 

 

SO GOOD SEEING MY BIG FAM AGAIN WALAUPUN TAK SEMUA 

In Tweet 8, the first participant expressed her good feeling of meeting her big family after 

so long. She used the word fam in the Tweet to show intimacy between her and her family 

members. 

 

3. (P1, T17, V, 5) 

Selalu buat sesama semua. Kali ni virtual je la!! SEE U SOON FAM rinduuuuu 

The participant tweeted this along with a picture of her family WhatsApp group as she 

was expressing her feelings for her family and she may use the word fam to show intimacy 

between her and her family members.  

 

4. (P1, T18, V, 5) 

 

Ya Allah the whole fam is in my room. Penat lah gelak sbb semua nk bercakap siapa nk dgr 

not complaining but semua kat siniiiiiii hellooooooooo clingnya semua 

In this Tweet, the participant expressed how her family is being clingy by gathering at her 
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room and she used the word fam to show intimacy to express intimacy between her and her 

family members.  

 

4.2.5 To Reveal Anger 
 

The last function that is found in self-expression Tweets is to reveal anger. This means 

the speaker has the tendency to express unpleasant feelings or dislike towards someone or 

something by using slangs. For example, in the study of Prihandoko (2012), the slang word butt 

out falls under the function of revealing anger. The character named Ramona used butt out 

instead of mind your own business in order to express her anger towards her sister, Beatrice 

since her sister laughed at her excuses of getting a bad report card at school. 

There is only one data found in this function which is smh with data code of (P5, T12, IV, 

6) and (P5, T13, IV, 6). According to Dictionary.com, smh stands for shaking my head and it is 

variously used to convey disappointment, disapproval, frustration or impatience.  

To Reveal Anger Function 

Smh (P5, T12, IV, 6), (P5, T13, IV, 6) 

Table 11 

 

1. (P5, T12, IV, 6) 

 

What do i get if i keep being sad about it smh freaking do something about it lah 

The fifth participant in Tweet 12 was expressing about her keep being sad about 

something and she might have used the word smh to express frustration about her situation. 

 

2. (P5, T13, IV, 6) 
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Really need to fix my posture at times i really be looking like a shrimp smh 

In Tweet 14, the participant expressed that she needs to fix her posture because she feels 

like she looked like a shrimp with her current posture and she might have used the acronym smh 

to express disappointment or disapproval about her circumstances.  

 

4.2.6 Summary of Findings 

 

 The findings show a total number of 29 slang words from self-expression Tweets of 

English major students and these Tweets contain slang words from each type of slang; fresh and 

creative, flippant, imitative, acronym and clipping. These types of slang have different 

characteristics of slang words. In addition, these slang words carry different functions in 

communicating such as to show impression, to initiate relaxed conversation, to address, to show 

intimacy and to reveal anger.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 
5.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

 This study analyses the slang language in self-expression Tweets of English Major 

students in a Malaysian university. This paper has analyzed the types and functions of slang 

words used in the Tweets. This research was set to answer the following Research Questions 

which are 1) What are the types of English slang words used by English Major students in their 

self-expression Tweets? 2) What are the functions of English slang words found in the students’ 

self-expression Tweets? This study has found a total of 29 slang words from self-expression 

Tweets of English Major students which six words fall under fresh and creative type, one word 

belongs to flippant type, seven words fall under imitative type, 12 words fall under acronym type 

and three words belong to clipping type. Acronym is the most slang type used in the Tweets. 

Meanwhile, there are five slang functions found in self-expression Tweets of English Major 

students which are to show impression, to initiate relaxed conversation, to address, to show 

intimacy and to reveal anger.  

 

5.2 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

 

 Some limitations have been identified during the process of completing this research. 

Firstly, this study is limited to only English Major students. It is recommended for researchers to 

have a look at other criteria of young adults in Malaysia who often use slang in social media.  

 Secondly, the researcher only looked at the Tweets of the participants, not the mention or 

replies of the participants’ Tweets. It could be good if the mention of Tweets could be analysed 
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because many young adults use slang words when interacting with their friends or acquaintances. 

It would make a good comparison of study to achieve a more comprehensive findings on the 

research. 

 

5.3 IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY 

 

Slang may be perceived as something negative and could deteriorate the standard 

language.  People of different ages may have difficulty in understanding slang language because 

it is an ephemeral phenomenon. Besides, the use of slang may seem inappropriate in some 

circumstances as well.  

Based on the findings, teachers or lecturers especially from the language department may 

convey the teaching of slang towards their students, such as how slang words are created and 

how they serve various functions in expressing and communicating too. Meanwhile, students can 

acknowledge how slang words function in a language and they could have better understanding 

on how slang words work as well as to increase their vocabulary in slang language.  

 

5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

It is recommended that further research can be undertaken using a larger sample of data from 

Malaysian youth- not only students, it may be from young adults who work in an English-

speaking environment. It is also recommended for future researchers to expand a larger aspect of 

slang by using different approaches and theories on analysing slang language. 
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APPENDICES 

 

 

                   
Figure 1: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 2: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 3: Tweets of Participant 1 
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Figure 4: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 5: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 6: Tweets of Participant 1 
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Figure 7: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 8: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 9: Tweets of Participant 1 



 
 
 

47  

 
Figure 10: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 11: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 12: Tweets of Participant 1 
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Figure 13: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 14: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 15: Tweets of Participant 1 
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Figure 16: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 17: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 18: Tweets of Participant 1 
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Figure 19: Tweets of Participant 1 

 
Figure 20: Tweets of Participant 2 

 
Figure 21: Tweets of Participant 2 
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Figure 22:Tweets of Participant 3 

 
Figure 23: Tweets of Participant 3 

 
Figure 24: Tweets of Participant 3 
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Figure 25: Tweets of Participant 3 

 
Figure 26: Tweets of Participant 4 

 
Figure 27: Tweets of Participant 4 
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Figure 28: Tweets of Participant 4 

 
Figure 29: Tweets of Participant 4 

 
Figure 30: Tweets of Participant 4 
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Figure 31: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 32: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 33: Tweets of Participant 5 
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Figure 34: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 35: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 36: Tweets of Participant 5 
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Figure 37: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 38: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 39: Tweets of Participant 5 
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Figure 40: Tweets of Participant 5 

 
Figure 41: Tweets of Participant 5 
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