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ABSTRACT 
 

 

 

 

Since 1990, Korean popular culture or known as Hallyu wave has become a global 

phenomenon due to the exportation of their culture. The Hallyu wave seems to give a 

big impact on individuals’ interests. However, till date, previous studies in Malaysia 

have only focused on the effects of Korean popular culture towards identity construction 

and in the area of tourism. Thus, this paper analyses the motivations to study Korean 

language and the types of Korean popular culture that students are interested in the 

content of Korean language learning. To answer these research objectives, this paper 

integrates qualitative approach on six students of Kulliyyah of Languages and 

Management (KLM) of International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM). From the 

findings, the result revealed that majority of the students wanted to learn the Korean 

language because of their interest in Hallyu wave. Furthermore, the participants believe 

that K-pop and Korean drama should be incorporated as part of the contents in Korean 

language learning as it can facilitate them in acquiring the language. These findings can 

facilitate both educators and individuals to incorporate the types of Korean popular 

culture as part of the Korean language learning.  

 

Keywords:  Hallyu wave, Korean language learning, motivation, IIUM, KLM, K-pop, 

Korean drama 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter will explain the rationale that initiates the study on the topic of interest. It 

outlines the background of this study, the research questions and research objectives, 

followed by problem statements of this study. The key terms are going to be defined 

and the significance of the study is also explained. 

 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Popular culture is a culture that is widely accepted by people from other countries. One 

of the popular cultures is Japanese popular culture that consists of Anime, Manga, J-

pop and J-drama where they have their fans and people who learned the language and 

understand the culture.  

This study focused on Korean popular culture or known as Hallyu wave that has 

been in the current trend. Hallyu wave refers to the popularity of Korean culture and 

entertainment that consists of K-pop music, movies, drama, reality shows and many 

more. The spread of Hallyu wave started since the end of the 1990s through television 

dramas. Korean dramas and movies have portrayed their daily life activities which are 

part of their cultures. Hence, Hallyu wave has captured the people’s interest especially 

the fans to learn Korean cultures, language, fashion and food. Previous studies have 

shown that Korean language has become one of the languages that people are interested 

to learn due to the widespread of Hallyu wave.  
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 Ha (2017) mentioned that Southeast Asian countries showed high enthusiasm 

in Hallyu wave hence the larger number of students are interested in Korean language 

study. This claim can be supported in the study of Igno and Cedinoza (2016) in 

Philippines, Song and Pornsima (2016) and Chan and Chi (2012) in Singapore. These 

countries have shown positivity towards korean language learning. Not only that, it can 

be seen that the demand for Korean language learning in Malaysia is also increasing 

from years to years. Zulita Mustaffa (2018) wrote an article on the Korean Speech 

Contest 2018 that was organised by King Sejong Institute of Universiti Kebangsaan 

Malaysia and Malaysia- Korean Research Institute of University Malaya. The author 

has mentioned that the participants involved has increased compared to the previous 

years. 24 participants have made it to the finalist to win the three categories of best 

speaker awards – Basic, Intermediate and Advance level.  

To cater to this current trend, Malaysia’s public and private institutions 

introduced Korean language courses as part of the curriculum.  According to Cho (2010), 

Korean language education has been conducted in widely known universities in 

Malaysia such as Universiti Malaya (UM), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), 

Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) and Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM).  

Over the past few years, Student Smart Learning & Research Training Unit 

(SMART) of International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) in Gombak campus has 

introduced basic Korean conversation class. It was taught by a Korean native speaker 

and the class was opened to all students who are interested to learn Korean. The number 

of students gradually increased from time to time. However, the course has yet to be 

offered as part of the elective course in any faculties in Gombak campus aside of 

Kulliyyah of Languages and Management (KLM).  
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KLM is the newest faculty that was set up by IIUM in 2012. The kulliyyah 

consists of four major programs which are English for International Communication 

(ENCOM), Arabic for International Communication (ARCOM), Malay for 

International Communication (MALCOM) and Tourism and Hospitality Management 

(TPHM). The kulliyyah was situated temporarily in Gombak and was moved to Pagoh 

Education Hub in 2017. Since its establishment, KLM has encouraged the students to 

learn languages and enrolling for the exchange programme. Not only that, the kulliyyah 

has offered numerous languages to be taken as electives such as Mandarin, Japanese, 

Turkish and French. Recently, Korean language basic 1 has just offered by the kulliyyah 

on Semester 1 2019/2020. Due to the tremendous requests among students to enrol on 

the subject, KLM has offered 4 sections and has gathered almost 120 students enrolling 

in the subject.  

In conclusion, the Hallyu wave can be seen as the catalyst for the demand in 

Korean language learning in both public or private institutions and individuals. The next 

section will discuss the statement of problem of the study.   

 

 

1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

The previous section has shown that the widespread of Hallyu wave that resulted in the 

motivation of Korean language learning. There are few studies have been done in Asia 

countries such as Indonesia, Taiwan and Thailand on popular culture as a major 

contribution to learn a foreign language (e.g. Harti, 2018; Lee & Kim, 2017; Tajima, 

2018). However, the researches done are still lacking in Malaysia context. In Malaysia, 

previous studies focused more on the effects of popular culture towards identity 

construction and in the area of tourism (Amaran & Lau, 2018; Nor Hashimah Jalaluddin 
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& Zaharah Ahmad, 2011; Teh, 2016; Zailin Zainal Ariffin, Abdullah Othman & Wan 

Mohammad Arif, 2013). 

Furthermore, a great number of studies used quantitative methodology in 

exploring Korean language learning motivation (Chan & Chi, 2010; Kim & Lee, 2017; 

Song & Pornsima, 2014). This is because these studies were investigating the 

correlations between motivation or popular culture and the fluency of Korean language 

in which the perception of Hallyu Wave was not properly addressed.  

This study employed a qualitative research design because it is exploring the 

phenomenon of Hallyu wave in the motivation of learning Korean language and the 

contents that students are interested to learn. According to Sundram et. al., qualitative 

research is about exploring issues, understanding phenomenon and answering questions 

by analysing and making sense of unstructured data. It is also used to capture expressive 

information that are not conveyed in quantitative data.  

Hence, this study intends to find the factors that motivate minority students of 

Kulliyyah of Languages and Management to learn Korean language and to explore the 

types of Hallyu wave that students are interested to learn in the contents of Korean 

language classes.  

 

 

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

Research Question 1 : Why does Kulliyyah of Languages and Management 

Students learn Korean Language? 

Research Question 2 : How does Hallyu wave affect their preferences in 

Korean language learning contents? 
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1.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

1. To investigate the purpose of learning Korean language in KLM 

2. To explore the types of Hallyu wave that students are interested in the content 

of Korean language learning  

 

 

1.5 OPERATIONAL DEFINITION 

1.5.1 Motivation 

Motivation according to Gardner (1985) is an individual strives to an extent in acquiring 

the specific language because of the desire and the satisfaction experienced in the 

activity. 

1.5.2 Hallyu Wave 

Hallyu wave refers to the rise of popularity of South Korea culture that consists of 

Korean music, dramas, movies, fashion, food, cosmetics, fashion, hairstyles and other 

products (Cho, 2010; Lee & Jeon, 2019; Lee, Yum & Kim, 2014; Touhami, 2017) 

1.5.3 K-pop 

K-pop derived from the word Korean pop and it is a mainstream music from South 

Korea that targeted the youth. K-pop musical elements can attract diverse audiences 

through their various songs, dancing and music videos.  

1.5.4 K-drama 

Korean drama is television dramas that portray Korean cultures, music, food, fashion, 

good looking actors and actress that attract viewers. K-drama consists of various genres 

such as romance, psychology, crime, comedy, family and many more. 
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1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY 

This study is made based on the interest of the researcher in Hallyu wave and intends 

to explore the major motivation in the area of Hallyu wave that might be able to be 

incorporated in teaching Korean language among university students. This study aspires 

to help teachers or instructors to implement the types of popular culture in the classroom. 

It would not only benefit instructors but also students as they can explore these learning 

strategies that are entertaining and enjoyable to them while learning the language.  

Furthermore, when most researches focus on another aspect of popular culture 

for example in the area of construction of identity or contribution towards the tourism 

industry. This study focuses on the types of Korean popular culture that motivates 

foreign language learning.  

 

 

1.7 ORGANIZATION OF CHAPTERS 

In sum, this study is to investigate the major motivation in learning the Korean language 

among students and to explore the types of Korean popular culture that they are 

interested to learn. The thesis is organized and presented in five chapters accordingly: 

Chapter 1 Chapter one delivers information about the background of 

the thesis. It also discusses the problem statements that 

initiate this thesis and how Korean popular culture becomes 

the topic of interest. Besides, the research question and 

research objectives were also discussed in this chapter as 

well as the limitation of the study. 

 

Chapter 2 This section provides thorough reviews on the topic of 

popular culture and Hallyu wave. It also relates to language 

learning. The topics were reviewed from the existing studies 

and literature to understand the topic discussed on Hallyu 

wave and language learning. It is important to review other 

studies on the pertaining matter to identify the major 

contributions of Korean language learning that relates to 

popular culture. 
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Chapter 3 The methodology of this research is explained in chapter 3. 

The discussion in chapter three includes the research design, 

research strategy, sample and population of the study, data 

collection instruments and the procedure of data analysis. 

 

Chapter 4 This section presented the data collected through 

interviews. Tabulated data will be grouped according to the 

research questions. All relevant data obtained from this 

interview will then be presented and compared with existing 

studies. 

 

Chapter 5 This section extensively discussed the research findings and 

research limitations were underpinned for future study.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

 

 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

This chapter begins with the types of language learning motivation and followed by the 

explanation of popular culture and language learning. The discussion extended to 

Korean popular culture or Hallyu wave and Korean language learning. It also provides 

an overview of the previous studies which comprises the main focus of the research 

described in the paper. 

 

 

2.1 LANGUAGE LEARNING MOTIVATION 

Motivation has been widely accepted as one of the key factors in the success of language 

learning. Motivation in language learning got the interest of many researchers since in 

the 90s and there were debates and discussions made by researchers in this area of study. 

As mentioned by Gardner (1985), motivation is when a person strives to such an extent 

that enables him to acquire the language due to his desire and the satisfaction derived 

from it. Similarly, Ames and Ames (1984) define motivation as a booster to provide 

action and retain an individual’s intention in achieving their desired goals.  

When students are interested to learn a foreign language, interesting method and 

learning environment can help them in acquiring the targeted language. Hence, the 

usage of popular culture as a teaching tool in education can create a positive language 

learning cycle (Hutchinson & Waters, 1987). 
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Figure 1: A positive language learning cycle 

 

 

There are few types of motivation which are intrinsic, extrinsic, integrative and 

instrumental motivation. Legault (2016) and Zaman (2015) explained that intrinsic 

motivation comes within the individual itself whereby the motivation to engage in an 

activity because it is enjoyable and interesting. Meanwhile, extrinsic and instrumental 

motivation is similar. It is an action where a person wanted to achieve something from 

it such as good prizes or grades, earning rewards, get a job or avoid a punishment. 

Integrative motivation, however, is to understand a community and to know the people 

who speak that language. 

The following section will explain thoroughly the definitions of popular culture 

from various researchers.  
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2.2 POPULAR CULTURE 

The general term for popular culture as defined by Kostadinovska-Stojchevska (2016),  

the ideas, perspectives, attitudes, memes, images, and other phenomena that are 

deemed preferred for acquiring an informal consensus within the mainstream of 

a given culture.…Pop culture is often viewed as being trivial and ‘dumbed-down’ 

in order to find consensual acceptance through the mainstream. (p. 325).  

Another definition of popular culture is a culture that originates from ‘the people’ 

who practice the culture in their own countries or places (Bernet, 1983; Storey, 1988). 

Table 1 indicates the definitions of popular culture by various researchers.  

 

 

Table 1: Definitions of Popular Culture 

 

 

 

 

Storey (2010) claimed that popular culture is a mass-produced commercial 

culture and widely favoured among people. It is an acknowledged trend and social 

references that are influenced by the widespread of media in a form of music, film, 

television, books and radio. Likewise, Zailin Zainal Ariffin et al., (2013) emphasized 

that popular culture is an exchange between the subordinate and hence it dominates the 

groups to like it and influenced by the culture. 

 

Authors Definition 

Askin & Mauskapf (2017) Popular culture reflects and intentionally aimed 

towards the interest and taste of the public 

Samuel (2017) Popular culture as an entity of ideas, perspectives, 

images, memes that appeals to a given mainstream 

of culture. 

Zailin Zainal Ariffin (2012) Popular culture as contemporary and a stamp of 

approval of the young people 
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The following section will explore on the types of popular culture and language 

learning. 

 

 

2.1.1 Types of popular culture 

There are many types of popular culture. Thoemke (2019) categorized a few genres of 

popular culture such as poems, movies, songs, television shows, short stories, books, 

memes, and games.  

This subsection will discuss the two types of popular culture such as pop music 

and television and film. Figure 1 described the selected types of popular culture that is 

chosen for this study. It is adapted from the study of Zailin Zainal Ariffin (2012) and 

Lee and Jeon (2019). 

 

 

.  

Figure 2: Selected types of popular culture 

 

 

 

2.1.1.1 Pop Music 

Popular music is one of the genres in music and it is also known as ‘pop music’ or ‘pop’. 

Pop music distinguishes from classical and folk music. According to Cho (2017), the 

term ‘pop’ does not indicate any specific genre or country of origin. Pop music may 

include an element of rock, dance, jazz, hip-hop, rap, electronic music and any other 

Selected types

of 

popular culture

Pop Music Film and Televisison
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genres. However, popular music may differ according to time and the location of its 

composition.  

Zailin Zainal Ariffin (2012) studied the impact of American popular culture on 

the consumption of Malaysian adolescent. She also explored how popular music 

influences adolescents and her study found that the role of popular music is very 

important to the youth. Khong, Nurul Husna Hassan and Norasrani Ramli (2017) 

investigated student motivation and gender differences in learning Spanish as a foreign 

language in Malaysia context. The study found out that students are interested to learn 

Spanish culture because of the music.  

Through the consumption of music and songs, it will stimulate the interest of 

students in the learning of the target language. This claim is also supported in the study 

of Israel (2013), the secondary students of KwaZulu natal, South Africa where 

contemporary music was used in the methodology in teaching English literature. 

Previously, the students showed a lack of interest in learning poetry however the 

students have a greater interest in learning English once contemporary music was used 

as a teaching methodology.  

A number of studies have found that the effects of using pop song as part of 

language learning. The usage of pop song can help to improve student’s ability in 

learning new vocabulary. For instance, in a study by Borisai and Dennis (2016), the 

authors used pop songs as part of the teaching tool on 40 students of Yangchumnoi 

Pittayakom School, Sisaket province. The study conducted a pre-test and post-test to 

investigate the student’s ability in learning new vocabulary through pop songs. It was 

found that the usage of English pop song has significantly improved each of the students’ 

ability in learning the language especially the vocabulary. The author concluded that 

the study through pop songs motivates students and boost their confidence as it helps 
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them feel more relaxed in learning a language. Not only that, pop songs made them easy 

to memorize the words.  

Furthermore, Yusmita and Angraini (2017) reported on the usage of English 

songs for English learners and found that it is an effective way to improve students 

pronunciation. Similarly, Kocaman (2016) conducted a quantitative study to investigate 

the role of songs on vocabulary learning among the Faculty of Education students at 

Sakarya University. It was found that the usage of songs motivates students in learning 

vocabulary as it is accessible and entertaining. Besides, the study revealed that pop song 

facilitates in learning English pronunciation, spelling and meanings.  

In a nutshell, previous studies have shown that popular music has created effects 

and motivated people in language learning. The following sub-section will explore on 

the other type of popular culture – film and television. 

 

 

2.1.1.2 Film and Television 

Lee (2014) mentioned that everyday culture is embedded in popular culture through the 

use of films, televisions and sitcoms. The examples of shows that are played in the 

television are sitcoms, reality shows, soap opera, news and live-shows have become 

tremendously popular genres among people (Acharya, 2015). People are able to watch 

all these because it can be easily accessed through the internet or broadcast television 

network.  

A series of recent studies have conducted research on the usage of film or 

television series in language learning. Thoemke (2019) conducted research on genres 

of popular culture that act as a touchstone among university students in the United States. 

The study aimed at which genres could be benefitted for English language learning 

among the students. The findings showed that the students prefer books, movies, and 
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television shows as those are frequently mentioned among the respondents. They agreed 

that it is beneficial to talk about in a cultural setting.  

In addition, the advantages of integrating movies will improve various language 

skills. This is proven in the study of Albiladi, Abdeen, and Lincoln (2018) who 

conducted a qualitative approach on adult language learner’s perception towards the 

benefits of incorporating movies as English teaching and learning tools. The study 

indicated that movies are an authentic source to improve language skills such as 

speaking, reading, listening, writing and vocabulary. Not only that, but it also increases 

students’ cultural awareness. 

Furthermore, Tajima (2018) carried out a quantitative study on 114 students 

majoring in Business Japanese in one of the universities in Thailand. The study aimed 

to investigate the correlation between motivational factors of learning Japanese and 

interest in Manga and Anime among Japanese language learners. The findings indicated 

that there was a correlation between those two. The respondents inclined towards the 

Japanese popular culture which is Manga and Anime. This is because they find it more 

engaging and interesting when it is used as part of learning materials.  

Chan, Wong, and Ng (2017) employed qualitative methodology to find out the 

students’ perception of using anime as a teaching tool in the Japanese language 

classroom. The study was conducted in one of Malaysia’s public universities. The 

finding has shown that all participants were keen to learn the Japanese language when 

Anime is used as part of the teaching tool. They were motivated and felt less stressful 

when learning through Anime. In addition, the usage of Anime builds up language and 

cultural awareness among the students. Furthermore, the authors added that the use of 

Anime can connect educators and students in deepening their understanding of the 

student’s learning experiences.  
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The next section will further explore on Korean popular culture and Korean 

language learning.  

 

 

2.2 KOREAN POPULAR CULTURE  

DEFINITION OF KOREAN POPULAR CULTURE 

The idea of South Korean popular culture has grown in prominence and it can be seen 

to become a major driver of global culture. The term used for this phenomenon is widely 

known as the Korean wave or Hallyu Wave. The word Hallyu is derived from Korean 

language and the term Hallyu wave was coined around mid-1999 by Beijing journalist 

who was surprised by the growing popularity of Korean entertainment and culture in 

China at that time (Kim, 2007). Hong and Kim (2013) revealed that the Hallyu wave 

was recognized in the East and Southeast Asian countries and after that, it spread to all 

over China, Hong Kong, Japan and Taiwan.  

 

Table 2: Definition of Hallyu wave 

 

Author Definitions 

Nor Hashimah and 

Zaharani (2011); Lee & 

Jeon (2019) 

Hallyu or Korean wave is a phenomenon that refers to 

the unprecedented popularity of Korean popular culture 

to the other countries   

Tuk (2012); Lee & Jeon 

(2019) 

Hallyu wave is a cultural product that is mass-produced 

culture such as K-pop music, Korean movies and 

dramas. 

Ni Putu Elvani Suryani 

(2014) 

The Korean wave is a product of South Hallyu wave that 

has been successfully exported to foreign countries all 

over the world. 
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Hallyu wave such as movies, TV dramas and pop music are so powerful that it 

has become a current trend among youth nowadays. The most remarkable types of 

Hallyu wave is TV dramas and K-pop. In placing more emphasis, Herman (2018) 

mentioned that K-Pop claim space in the global markets as lots of their artists and songs 

are gaining popularity worldwide. Hallyu wave, however, has expanded to other areas 

such as fashion, webtoon and food (Touhami, 2017). The author also manifested that 

Hallyu wave delivers more than just entertainment products but also lifestyle which are 

cultural habits, mode of living and also their spoken language. Hallyu wave is also a 

product of South Korea that is very dedicated to achieving its goal in becoming the 

world’s leading exporter of popular culture.  

According to Martin Roll (2018), South Korea has developed a soft power 

through the Hallyu wave. Joseph (2008) (as cited in  Ni Putu Elvani Suryani, 2014) also 

states that soft power is an intangible power that wields through images rather than a 

hard force which is the military power or economic power.  

The next section will discuss the types of Korean popular culture which are K-

pop and Korean drama.  

 

 

2.2.1 K-pop 

K-pop is derived from the word Korean pop or Korean popular music. It refers to a 

musical genre consisting of pop, electronic, hip-hop, rock, ballad, and R&B music 

(Leung, 2012). K-pop is mixed of Western-Korean style which their music has an 

impressive quality of voices, great and dramatic music videos and their lyrics inspired 

many people. Furthermore, K-pop songs are written mostly in the Korean language 

unless the producers made English, Chinese or Japanese version of the song. However, 
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some English words are added to the lyrics to make them appealing to international fans 

(Cho, 2017). 

SM, JYP and YG entertainments are the three gigantic agencies that 

monopolizing the K-pop entertainment industry. These entertainments have produced 

popular group idols such as Big Bang, Super Junior, 2PM, Winner, IKON, Got7, EXO 

and NCT. K-pop has rapidly penetrated into South and North America and also Europe 

during the unexpected Youtube sensation by Psy Gangnam style in the year 2012 (Kim, 

2019). Moreover, current most popular Korean boy band, Beyond The Scene (BTS) can 

be seen as a success in the US music market and how their fan base known as ARMY 

grow rapidly throughout the countries (Jin, 2018). Current groups that are getting 

known globally are Black Pink, Seventeen, TXT and many more. 

The following section will further tell about Korean drama and how it has 

attracted viewers.   

 

 

2.2.2 Korean drama  

Korean drama or known as K-drama usually has 16-20 episodes. K-drama has variety 

of genres, for instance, romance, comedy, crime investigation, melodrama, medical, 

workplace, fantasy, Makjang (extreme soap opera melodrama), Sageuk (historical 

drama) and fusion Sageuk (historic al drama consists the elements of fantasy or modern 

scenes).  

The most remarkable about K-drama is that it delivers the norms or daily life of 

Koreans. Ju (2018) asserted that popular K-drama symbolized Korea and people can 

deeply relate to the feelings of enjoying Korean ways of life, values and style of living 

even though some had never lived or went to South Korea. K-drama depicted Asia and 

Asian people and it offered enough source and pleasure of being an Asian.  As cited in 
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Julina Tajul Ariffin (2016) TV drama series has become one of the most widely 

favoured genres not only in Korea and some other neighbouring countries like Taiwan, 

Indonesia and also in Malaysia.  

One of the Korean dramas that have successfully captured the viewers’ hearts 

from all over the world especially women was drama entitled Winter Sonata (Teh & 

Goh, 2016). Winter Sonata has been capturing people’s attention since the past 20 years. 

Ju (2010) claimed that Winter Sonata was an excellent product of South Korea as it 

increased the gross domestics products (GDP) of the country. The drama excellently 

presented the food, culture and the original music soundtracks (OST). Winter Sonata 

filmed in Naminara Island and successfully captured the viewers’ hearts. Naminara 

Island now has become one of the must-visit places in South Korea among tourists. Teh 

and Goh (2016) claimed that Korean drama has influenced Malaysians to go travelling 

to South Korea for family and social bonding, relaxation and also cultural exploration. 

Furthermore, Korean drama has seemed to gain popularity in the US. This is due 

to the fact that one of the cable channels, ABC has decided to make an American remake 

of several Korean dramas. One of it is Good Doctor aired in 2017. It is a medical drama 

series about a surgical resident with autism and savant syndrome (Keum, 2018). The 

popularity of Korean drama has also affected Malaysians. According to Sung (2008), 

the popularity of Korean drama in Malaysia has contributed to the high interest of 

Hallyu wave such as language and fashion among the younger generations.  

The next section presents a review of recent literature on Hallyu Wave and 

Korean language learning. 
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2.2.3 Hallyu wave and language learning  

The Korean Wave has led people to take a greater interest in Koreans’ society and 

lifestyle hence it has stimulated their curiosity to learn the Korean language. This has 

been discussed by a great number of authors in literature. Several studies have shown 

Hallyu wave has sparked the interest among fans to learn about their culture and the 

language. According to the study of Touhami (2017), who conducted the influence of 

Korean popular culture on the language of international fans. The researcher’s sample 

is 139 fans of Hallyu wave from Algeria. The study found that 97% of Algerian fans 

were very interested in the Korean culture and the language. Meanwhile, the findings 

of Chan and Chi (2012) reached the conclusion that there is a clear desire among 

respondents who learn Korean language is to acquire proficiency in a new foreign 

language. 

Furthermore, in an observation-based study made by Harti (2018), the researcher 

found that the respondent had used Korean pop music and drama due to her interest in 

the Hallyu wave as her learning sources. Moreover, the respondent began learning 

Korean by copying spoken words she heard from Korean dramas and from that self-

initiated activity, made her learn Korean formally.   

Lee and Kim (2017) have documented a study on the motivation in Korean 

language learning in Taiwan using Decision- making trial and evaluation laboratory 

method (DEMATEL). The study took fourteen Korean language learners in a private 

institution as the sample. The authors came to the conclusion that there are two key 

factors in learning the Korean language. First, the interest in the Korean community 

culture and second, their desire to understand the language to communicate with the 

community. 
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A study of Hallyu wave in the Philippines was conducted by Igno and Cenidoza 

(2016). The aimed of the research was to explore the impact of Hallyu wave towards 

their citizens. Hallyu wave has given such a big impact towards Filipinos in many areas 

such as beauty standards, workforce and cultural identity. The author also discovered 

that Filipinos who are fans of Hallyu wave show high interest in learning Korean 

language in order for them to follow their idols on social media sites such as Twitter 

and Instagram.  

As mentioned by Song and Pornsima (2016), those who are in beginner-level 

wanted to learn Korean because of their interest in K-pop songs, films and dramas. 

Similarly, Lee and Jeon (2019) explored the role of Hallyu wave among learners of 

Korean language in one of the universities in North America. The mixed-method study 

was conducted on 60 respondents from beginner and intermediate levels of the Korean 

language students. It was found that those who engaged actively in Hallyu wave have 

higher proficiency in Korean language. The study also revealed that Hallyu wave is the 

prominent motivational factors in learning Korean language among both levels. 

However, intermediate-level students have lower percentage in learning Korean 

language because of the interest in Hallyu wave compared to the beginner-level students. 

Additionally, Lee and Kim (2017) stated that students in the higher-level, their 

motivational factors in learning Korean language due to the interest in popular culture 

is lower because they see that the language will create job opportunities and help them 

to communicate with Korean community.   

It is difficult to acquire a foreign language unless an individual has lived and 

spoke with the locals in that society. This is because the needs to speak the language is 

higher when they are part of the society. According to Lee (2014), those who learn 

Korean language in South Korea learned Korean easily compared to those who learn 
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outside of the country. It is because they can experience Korean culture and speak the 

language with locals. Interestingly, in the study of Seung and Kim (2010), it was found 

that one of the reasons Korean learners want to learn Korean as they are able to 

communicate with native speakers. Hence, to those who are not able to learn Korean in 

a Korean language environment, the usage of popular cultures might be able to enhance 

foreign language learning and can be used as a teaching aid (Lee, 2014).  

 

 

2.4 CONCLUSION 

This paper has reviewed the literature in the areas of popular culture, Korean popular 

culture and language learning. Two types of popular culture have been discussed which 

are songs and film and television. Furthermore, as this study is focused on Korean 

popular culture, it has also touched on the K-pop and Korean drama. Not only that. 

language learners can be intrinsically, extrinsically, integratively or instrumentally 

motivated in learning a language.  

What emerged from the evaluation of the literature is that popular culture can 

play an important role or as a teaching tool to language learners which can contribute 

to the improvement and increase students’ interest in learning that language. Whilst the 

literature is in agreement on the types of popular culture influencing the student’s 

interest. All these reviews of the literature are very important to outline the theme of the 

study. It also helps in determining the way this study should be conducted. The next 

chapter will focus on the methodology of this research. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 

 

 

 

3.0 OVERVIEW OF THE CHAPTER 

This chapter provides the research design, the sampling and background of the 

participants, the method of data collection, the way data analysed and trustworthiness 

of the research. 

 

 

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN 

This study conducted a qualitative research design to explore and develop a better 

understanding of the motivation to learn the Korean language among KLM students and 

their preferences in the content of Korean language learning. According to  Mohajan 

and Mohajan (2018), qualitative research is a form of social action that emphasizes on 

the way participants interpret their experiences or to explore a particular social 

phenomenon as it helps to strengthen the understanding of an individual's social reality 

or social world. Sundram et. al. (2016) stated that qualitative research is used to capture 

expressive information that are not conveyed in quantitative data about beliefs, values, 

feelings, and motivations that underlie behaviours.  

The purposes of this study were to explore the reasons KLM students choose to 

study Korean language and how Hallyu wave affect their preferences in learning that 

language. By using a qualitative approach, information gained will be more detailed 

and it was expected that interviews will invite respondents to express themselves based 

on their experience or interpretations (Schmidt, 2014). Not only that, information 

gained is more personal to the participants. Hence, the qualitative approach is the most 
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suitable approach to help the researcher to investigate and understanding in this research 

area. 

 

 

3.2 SAMPLING 

This study is using purposive sampling as the participants are those who are currently 

taking basic Korean Language level 1 as their elective subjects. The criteria of the 

students are as follows: 

1. KLM students 

2. Currently enrolling in the Korean language basic 1 

The participants of this study were six KLM students that are majoring in 

different courses and levels of studies such as English, Malay and Tourism. There were 

none Arabic major students interested to be part of the study.  

Furthermore, the reason beginner students of the Korean language are chosen is 

because to explore the prime motivation that encourages them to learn Korean language. 

The details of the participants are explained below. 

 

 

Table 3: Details of Participants 

 

Participant 1 Participant 1 is an ENCOM student and currently in his 

final year. He was exposed to Hallyu wave since high 

school around 2009 and was a fan for almost 10 years. 

He is also a language enthusiast and love to learn other 

languages.  

Participant 2 Participant 2 is a twenty-two-year-old student and 

majoring in MLCOM. He is also in his final year. He 

knows about K-pop and Korean variety shows since high 

school and since then he is a fan of Hallyu wave until 

now.  
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Participant 3 Participant 3 is an ENCOM student and love to learn 

other languages. She has been a fan of K-pop influenced 

by her high school friends. She is also a die-hard-fan of 

Taeyeon and EXO.  

Participant 4 Participant 4 is a TPHM student and a hardcore fan of 

BTS. She knew about K-pop through television and K-

pop magazine ‘e-pop’ during her high school years and 

she loves Hallyu since then.  

Participant 5 Participant 5 is an ENCOM student and has been 

exposed to Hallyu wave particularly in K-drama since 

she was small because of her mother. She grew up being 

a fan of K-drama and knew about K-pop since high 

school until now. 

Participant 6 Participant 6 is a new fan of Hallyu wave due to the 

widespread of K-pop. She is also a fan of global K-pop 

idols, known as Beyond The Scene (BTS).  

 

 

 

 

3.3 INSTRUMENT 

The purpose of this study is to explore on the motivation of Korean language learning 

and types of popular culture that should be incorporated in language learning. Semi-

structured interview was chosen as part of the study where it is a systematic and iterative 

coding of verbal data (Blandford, 2014). According to Dornyei (2007), the semi-

structured interview is an open-ended format where the interviewee explained the issues 

raised but under the guidance and direction of the interviewer.  

Before the interview, a pilot study was conducted to two students and the time 

frame was between 15 to 35 minutes. Both students can understand the questions 

however one of them was not familiar with the term Hallyu wave. Hence, it is best to 

explain the term before conducting the interview session. 
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The classification on the types of motivation; instrumental and integrative 

motivation are based on Gardner’s Attitude/ Motivation Test Battery (AMTB) 

questionnaire (Gardner, 1985). Furthermore, the classification of intrinsic motivation is 

based on the study of Song and Pornsima (2016) on the motivation to learn Korean 

language among Thai students.   

 

 

3.4 DATA COLLECTION METHODS 

The method of data is very important to determine which method is suitable to use for 

the study. As the study was exploring the motivations of learning Korean language 

among KLM students, a semi-structured interview method was chosen and used to 

collect the information from the participants.  

All interviews were conducted through a face-to-face interview. The face-to-

face interview was conducted individually at different times according to the 

availability of the participants. The interviews were conducted during the seventh and 

eighth week of the semester. This subject has just offered this semester 1 2019/2020 in 

Kulliyyah of Languages and Management, hence, it is a good time to investigate the 

initial motivation of the students wanted to enrol in the course. All questions are reliable 

because it is adapted from previous studies. Table 4 below is the interview questions. 

 

Table 4: Interview questions 

 

1. Are you a fan of Hallyu wave? How long 

have you been a fan of Korean pop culture? 

 

(Touhami, 2017) 

2 Why do you want to learn Korean 

language? 

 

(W. M. Chan & Chi, 2010) 

3. Are you a self-taught in Korean language? 

How do you learn Korean before you enrol 

in the class? 

(Harti, 2018) 
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4. What do you think that should be included 

in the Korean language classes? And why? 

 

(D. Lee, 2014) 

 

 

 

The language used for the interview is a mixture of English and Malay by both 

researcher and respondents to make them feel comfortable.  

 

 

3.5 DATA ANALYSIS 

This study conducted a semi-structured interview to gather the data among the 

six participants. Each interviewee has different time allocated for the interview sessions 

as it depends on the convenience and information received from the interview. The steps 

for data analysis are shown in Figure 2. Next, recorded audios were transcribed and 

later the data were labelled as Participant 1, Participant 2, Participant 3, Participant 4, 

Participant 5 and Participant 6 respectively. The researcher analysed all the points and 

data were tabulated to answer the research questions; 1) Why does Kulliyyah of 

Languages and Management students learn Korean language? 2) How does Hallyu 

wave affect their preferences in Korean language learning contents?  

Tabulated data will be grouped according to the research questions. This study 

has used Atlas.ti software to generate the findings. All relevant data obtained from this 

interview will then be presented in Chapter 4 which is the findings and discussions 

chapter. The findings and discussions for RQ 1 are explained in section 4.1, meanwhile, 

the findings and discussions for RQ 2 will be explained in 4.2. 

This data used a thematic analysis whereby the interview transcripts were 

carefully read to identify, analyse and report on the findings (Blandford, 2014). Dornyei 

(2007) stated that thematic analysis is an iterative process on how to map raw or messy 

data to the most important themes in the data.  
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The provisional coding and descriptive coding method were applied in this study. 

Onwuegbuzie, Frels, and Hwang (2016) mapped out a summary of Saldana coding 

methods which is provisional coding. It is to utilize predetermined codes that were from 

the research framework or literature review and it can be modified, revised or deleted 

during data analysis. Furthermore, descriptive coding method is to analyse the basic 

topics of data by using the descriptive nouns (Elliott, 2018). 
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Figure 3: Steps for Data Analysis 
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3.6 TRUSTWORTHINESS 

The main concern of qualitative research is how to increase the validity of the research 

findings.  This study had conducted strategies to ensure in qualitative research which 

are building up the image of researcher integrity and respondent validation.  

 The figure below explained on the audit trail – the steps taken to achieve the 

results. 

 

Figure 4: Audit trail 

 

 

Member checking according to Dornyei (2007) is the agreement between 

researcher and participants on the topic discussed, hence where the validity is reinforced. 

After the data was transcribed, the researcher conducted member checking among the 

participants and confirmed on the transcription and points taken are correct. Next, the 

analysing process began once conformity with both parties was obtained. Therefore, the 

reliability and validity of this study can be assured. 

 

  

Contact 
participants 
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interview 

date

Provide 
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record

Transcribe 
data
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3.7 ETHICAL CONSIDERATION 

In this study, ethical dilemmas were addressed during the study due to participants’ 

privacy. Hence, participants were informed beforehand on the purpose of study and 

permission were requested in terms of using recording tools such as phone recorder 

and handwritten notes. Interviews done were based on a voluntary basis from each of 

the participants.  

In the data analysis, all participants have remained anonymous. They were 

presented in code such as Participant 1, Participant 2 and Participant 3. 

 

 

3.8 CONCLUSION 

This chapter presented an overview of the research methodology. Firstly, it outlines the 

research design. Furthermore, it provides the sample of the study and the research 

instrument have been presented in detail. Methods and procedure of data analysis were 

also explained thoroughly in terms of the usage of analysis and codes. In order to 

provide trustworthy research, the researcher has requested permission and provided 

consent forms to participants. Lastly, ethical considerations regarding the research were 

justified. The following chapter will present the findings and the discussion of the study.   
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CHAPTER FOUR 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 

 

 

 

4.0 OVERVIEW OF THE CHAPTER 

This chapter presents the findings and discussions gained from the data collection. This 

chapter is divided into two major sections to answer the research questions. Findings 

will be presented and compared with the previous studies in the following sections.  

 

 

4.1 MOTIVATION TO LEARN KOREAN LANGUAGE 

Research Question 1: Why does Kulliyyah of Languages and Management Students 

learn Korean language? 

Through the data collection, participants were asked on why they wanted to learn 

Korean language. Hence, this section explained the motivations among KLM students 

to learn Korean language. The reasons are divided into the types of motivation which 

are intrinsic, extrinsic and integrative motivation as shown in Figure 5 below. 

Figure 5 will be explaining in the following sections. The next sub section will 

explain the findings on intrinsic motivation among the participants. 
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Figure 5 : Motivation to learn Korean language  
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4.1.1 Intrinsic Motivation 

Based on the interview, participants have shown intrinsic motivation in Korean 

language learning. Table 5 below indicates the result of intrinsic motivation among 

participants which are their interest in Hallyu wave and because they love to learn new 

languages. 

 

 

Table 5: Intrinsic motivation to learn Korean language 

 

Participant Interest in Hallyu wave Love to learn a new 

language 

1 √ ☓ 

2 √ √ 

3 √ √ 

4 √ √ 

5 √ √ 

6 √ √ 

 

 

 

From table 5 above, all six participants show they were motivated to learn 

Korean language due to their interest in Hallyu wave. However, five out of six 

participants agree that they learn Korean language because of their love towards 

learning a new language.  

The following sub section will explain the findings of interest in Hallyu wave 

and to learn a new language among participants.  
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4.1.1.1 Interest in Hallyu wave 

The most remarkable result to emerge from the data is that all participants are interested 

to learn Korean language because of the interest in Hallyu wave. This is mainly because 

of K-pop and Korean drama. Most of them were exposed to Hallyu wave since they 

were in high school. 

Participants 1, 3 and 6 mentioned that due to their interest in K-pop has led them 

to learn the language and some even learned by themselves through K-pop songs by 

memorizing and pronounce the words correctly through lyrics. According to Participant 

2: “I want to sing Korean songs without reading the romanization and I want to sing 

fluently.” 

Similarly, Participant 4 also learn Korean because of her interest in K-pop music. 

Through the interview, she said: “When I listen to Korean songs, there are some of the 

English words, however, the main language is Korean. Hence, the reason why I want 

to learn Korean is for me to be able to understand Korean better.” Participant 4 added 

that she printed and wrote the lyrics in Hangeul to improve her writing.  

Participant 5 who is a fan of a famous K-pop idol shared: “When BTS uploaded 

a tweet, I really want to understand what they said. But when I use google translate it 

didn’t give the accurate meanings. Hence, I really want to learn Korean language to be 

able to understand them.” She also mentioned that she was exposed to Korean dramas 

since she was small however she added: “I don’t really understand all the words, but I 

do understand some of it sometimes. Therefore, I really want to learn properly to be 

able to watch dramas.” Participant 1 stated that listening to K-pop songs and watching 

k-drama become useful to him because he’s able to read Hangeul easily now.   
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From the interviews, the findings echo to the results of Lee (2014), Song and 

Pornsima (2016) and Touhami (2017) that Hallyu wave was what motivates students or 

those fans of Hallyu wave to learn Korean language. Interestingly, it shows a similarity 

in the findings of Harti (2018) who mentioned that learners listened to phrases and copy 

the spoken words. Not only that, as mentioned by participant 5, this supports the 

previous finding in the literature of Igno and Cenidoza (2016), whereby they wanted to 

learn Korean language to understand their idols’ status or tweets on social media sites. 

The music is also one of the reasons why the participants wanted to learn Korean 

language, similar to the study of Khong et al. (2017) where students were interested in 

Spanish music hence what motivated them to learn the Spanish language.  

The next sub-section will discuss the findings of learning a new language as part 

of the intrinsic motivation among the participants. 

 

 

4.1.1.2 Learn a new language 

Next, from table 5 above, five out of six participants are interested to learn a new foreign 

language hence why they are enrolling in Korean language classes. During the interview, 

Participant 2 said: “Previously, I took Basic Japanese 1. Hence, I wanted to know the 

difference between Japanese and Korean language in terms of the writing system and 

pronunciation. Japanese has its own syllable on each of the sounds meanwhile the 

sound of Korean alphabet is quite similar to Malay and English. It’s just the shape was 

different, but it is simpler than the Japanese language”.  

From the excerpts, Participant 2 shows positivity in learning a new language as 

he also spots the differences in both languages. This is also similar to participant 3, who 

took the Japanese language as her elective. She finds Korean language is quite easy 
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compared to Japanese in terms of writing. Furthermore, Participant 6 said: “I took it as 

a challenge to learn a language that has different characters and syllables”. She 

learned French and she found that Korean language is interesting due to the differences 

in a writing system and the sound.   

As stated by Chan and Chi (2012), the evidence found is similar to the authors’ 

findings. The respondents’ interest to acquire a new language that motivates them to 

learn Korean language intrinsically.  

The next section will further tell the findings of extrinsic motivation in learning 

Korean language.  

 

 

4.1.2 Instrumental Motivation 

This section will explain the extrinsic motivation among participants in learning the 

Korean language. The findings show that participants have extrinsic motivation in 

learning Korean language which is to go travelling and getting a job. 

 

 

Table 6: Extrinsic motivation in learning Korean language 

 

Participant Travelling Getting a job 

1 ☓ √ 

2 ☓ ☓ 

3 √ ☓ 

4 √ ☓ 

5 ☓ ☓ 

6 √ ☓ 
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Table 6 shows that half of the participants show their interest in learning the 

Korean language for travelling purposes. However, only one person out of the six 

participants indicates that he wants to learn Korean to be able to get a job.   

The following sub-section will explain the discuss on the extrinsic motivation 

which are travelling and to get a job.  

 

 

4.1.2.1 Travelling 

Travelling is one of the reasons for the participants to learn Korean. Participants 3, 

Participant 4 and Participant 6 agree that they wanted to learn Korean as it helps them 

when they go travelling in the country. Participant 4 claimed that: “I heard from those 

who have been to South Korea, it is best to know some of Korean words to be able to 

make negotiation with the seller”. Similarly, participant 6 also said: “I believe learning 

Korean language could be useful if I am going to travel there”. These have shown that 

the participants are motivated to learn Korean language to go travelling to South Korea.  

This concurs well with the findings of Ju (2010) which stated that the Korean 

drama, Winter Sonata has excellently captured viewers’ hearts and their shooting set 

Naminara Island has become the must-visit place in South Korea. Moreover, as put 

forward by Teh and Goh (2016), the evidence that was found is similar to the study 

where parts of the Hallyu wave has influenced Malaysians to go travelling and 

experience Korean culture.  

The following sub-section will explain another extrinsic motivation of learning 

Korean language among participants, which is to get a job.  
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4.1.2.2 Getting a job 

From table 5 above, only one participant indicates an extrinsic motivation in learning 

the Korean language which is to get a job. Participant 2 stated during the interview: “I 

want to learn Korean because I want to market myself to the Korean industry, but I am 

not exactly venturing into it. It’s just I want to level up myself as a fresh graduate.”  

From his statement, it can be deduced that he wanted to learn the Korean 

language to be marketable in the workplace in the future. It was found that students in 

lower level can also have instrumental motivation whereby they wanted to learn a 

language to be able to secure themselves in the workplace. This is in contrast with the 

study of Lee and Jeon (2019) and Lee and Kim (2017) where the authors indicated that 

those who are in higher-level see that the language will create better opportunities for 

them to find a job.  

The next following section will explore the findings of integrative motivation in 

Korean language learning. 

 

 

4.1.3 Integrative motivation 

This section will further explain on the integrative motivation among KLM participants. 

This study found that some students are interested to learn Korean to understand the 

culture and also to communicate with Korean native speakers.  
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Table 7: Integrative motivation in learning the Korean language 

 

Participant To understand Korean 

culture 

Communicate with locals 

1 √ ☓ 

2 √ ☓ 

3 ☓ ☓ 

4 ☓ √ 

5 √ ☓ 

6 ☓ √ 

 

 

 

Table 7 indicates that the minority number of participants are having integrative 

motivation in learning that language. Three out of six participants are interested to 

understand the Korean culture and only two of them learn Korean to speak to locals.  

The next sub-section will further explain the findings on understanding Korean 

culture and to communicate with locals.  

 

 

4.1.3.1 To understand Korean culture 

From the table above, half of the students learn Korean because they wanted to 

understand Korean culture. This study determined three participants which are 

Participant 1, Participant 2 and Participant 5.  

Participant 2 mentioned that: “I want to learn more about their culture especially 

how they communicate as I knew that they used different words when they speak to those 

who are older to them. I think it’s quite interesting.”  
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Through his statement, it can be said that the participant has shown great interest in 

knowing the Korean culture hence, it led him to learn the Korean language.  

Participant 1 and 5 have similar opinions in learning the Korean language. They 

find Korean culture is amusing especially in terms of traditional clothing, food and folk 

songs. Additionally, they believe that it is great to be able to understand one’s culture.   

This lends supports to the previous findings in the study of Touhami (2017), in 

which most of the sample of the study, have been engaging with the Korean popular 

culture. Hence, it was why they were very excited and interested to learn more about 

the Korean language and culture. 

The following section will discuss the other findings of integrative motivation 

which is to communicate with locals. 

 

 

4.1.3.2 Communicate with locals 

One of the reasons why the fans of Hallyu wave wanted to learn Korean is to 

communicate with the Korean native speakers. From the interviews conducted, very 

few participants show they wanted to learn Korean to communicate with native speakers. 

However, the findings showed that Participant 4 and 6 are inclined towards it. 

According to Participant 4, “I heard from those who have been to Korea if we 

know a bit of Korean, it will ease the journey. It helps us to negotiate with the sellers. 

Not only that, if we are lost, we are able to ask for directions”. Through her statement, 

it can be implied that Participant 4 wants to learn Korean so that she will be able to use 

the language with the locals if she is ever visiting the country. This finding is also 

similar to Participant 6 who wants to learn Korean to be able to communicate with the 

native speakers when travelling. This is corresponding with the study of Seung and Kim 

(2010), where the purpose of learning Korean is to speak with locals. 
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The following section will explore the second research question which is to 

investigate the content of Korean language learning that students are interested to learn 

in class.  

 

 

4.2 CONTENT OF KOREAN LANGUAGE LEARNING 

Research Question 2: How does Hallyu wave affect their preferences in Korean 

language learning contents?  

This section will further discuss on RQ 2: the types of Hallyu Wave that students 

are interested to learn in the contents of Korean language learning. Through the 

interview, participants were asked which part of the Hallyu wave that they want to learn 

in class.  

 

 

 

Figure 6: Contents preferred in Korean language learning based on types of 

Hallyu wave 

 

 

Figure 6 explains the five contents preferred in Korean language learning based 

on the types of Hallyu wave that spark the interest of the participants which are K-pop, 

Korean drama, traditional culture, games and Korean food.  



42 

 

From the data collection, K-pop and Korean drama are among the popular ones 

among the participants. It can be seen from Table 8 below on the content of Korean 

language learning that is preferred by the participants. This is probably as what Tuk 

(2012) and Lee and Jeon (2019) have mentioned that these two are one of Korea’s 

cultural product that is mass-produced and widely known by the people. Meanwhile, 

the other types that are frequently mentioned by participants are games, traditional 

culture and Korean food.  

 

 

Table 8: Contents preferred in Korean language learning 

 

Participant  Contents of Korean language learning 

K-pop K-drama Games Traditional 

culture 

Korean 

food 

1 √ √ ☓ ☓ ☓ 

2 √ ☓ ☓ √ √ 

3 √ √ √ ☓ ☓ 

4 √ √ ☓ √ ☓ 

5 √ √ √ √ √ 

6 √ √ ☓ ☓ √ 

 

 

The next sub-sections will explore the types of Hallyu wave that participants are 

interested in the content of Korean language learning.  

 

 

4.2.1 K-pop 

This section will explain K-pop as the most preferred content among participants. 

Strong evidence of K-pop as part of the content in Korean language learning was found 

during the interviews. All participants agree that the usage of K-pop songs should be 
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included as part of language learning. As previously mentioned in Chapter 2 by Zailin 

Zainal Ariffin (2012), the role of popular music is very important to the youth.  

Similar to this study, Participant 5 through the interview highlighted that “It 

would be interesting if the lecturer could play K-pop songs because it is more engaging 

to learn new words and meanings behind it. Sometimes, I learned the vocabulary 

through K-pop songs that I love”. Furthermore, participant 3 mentioned that “We can 

use Korean songs to learn the vocabulary. Previously, I listen to K-pop songs and 

memorized the words.” 

According to Participant 1, “It is very useful to learn through Korean songs as 

we can understand the meanings of the words”. Participant 6 added that “I do listen to 

Korean songs and memorize the meanings. I usually look for English translation and 

how to make sentences.” 

From the excerpt above, the participants find learning vocabulary through songs 

are very engaging. This is in line with the research of Borisai and Dennis (2016) where 

the authors find that pop song motivates language learners to acquire the language, 

made them easy to memorize the words. Moreover, it helps to lessen the stress when 

learning through songs.  

The data obtained through the interview session found that Participant 2 wanted 

to incorporate Korean songs as part of language learning. He mentioned that not only 

that he knows the meanings, but it also improves his Korean pronunciation. This finding 

can be evidenced from Kocaman (2016) and Yusmita and Angraini (2017) in which 

they stated that the use of songs facilitates in learners’ pronunciation. 

The next section will discuss the other content which is K-drama.  
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4.2.2 K-drama  

Moving on, based on the findings, the majority of the participants agreed that K-drama 

should be included as one of the contents in Korean language learning. Participant 1 

mentioned during the interview: “I think it would be good if snippets of K-drama are 

included as we are able to learn the phrases that they used. This is because it is what 

they said in real life.” Likewise, Participant 6 also believes that Korean drama will 

improve communication skills. These findings are in line with the findings of Albiladi, 

Abdeen, and Lincoln (2018) where learners are able to improve the overall language 

skills such as speaking, reading, writing, vocabulary and also listening.  

Participant 4 stated that “Previously, our lecturer showed us a video of Daehan 

Minguk Manse, famous triplets in South Korea. The triplets went to the sauna and 

bought food there. So, we learned the phrases on how to order and buy food.” From the 

excerpt, Participant 4 enjoyed learning phrases through videos. As emphasized by 

Hutchinson and Waters (1987), the authors stated that the interesting method and 

learning environment will create a positive language learning cycle to language learners. 

Next, games will be explained in the next section as the content preferred in 

Korean language learning by the participants  

 

 

4.2.3 Games 

The usage of games as part of the content can also enhance learners’ language learning. 

Participant 3 and Participant 5 believe that the usage of games will keep the language 

learning entertaining. Participant 3 explained that “I watched a Korean show where 

they played a connecting words game. I found it very interesting and I think it would be 

incorporated in the class.” Participant 5 deliberates that by implying the connecting 
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words game, not only it is fun, but it also improves the learner’s ability in using the 

words that they learned.  

The next section will discuss the content preferred by participants which are 

traditional culture. 

 

 

4.2.4 Traditional culture 

Another significant content that is preferred by participants is traditional culture as half 

of them want to learn Korean traditional culture. Participant 2, Participant 4 and 

Participant 5 stated that they would love to have Korean folk songs to be played and 

learned in class. Furthermore, according to Participant 2, he said: “I want to learn more 

about the history of Korean, hence through Korean folk songs I think I’ll also able to 

learn a bit about their culture.”  

Through his statement, it can be implied that Participant 2 wants to have Korean 

folk songs to be incorporated as part of the language learning content. He believes that 

he is able to learn more about their culture and also the history of Korean. This was also 

explained in the study of Lee (2014) that the usage of popular culture can enhance 

foreign language learning. Not only that, as mentioned by Chan, Wong and Ng (2017), 

the usage of popular culture will also affect students’ language and cultural awareness.  

Next, the following section will further tell about Korean food as part of the 

contents that are preferred by participants.  

 

 

4.2.5 Korean food 

Lastly, Korean food also instigates the students’ interests to learn in Korean language 

classes. 
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According to Participant 6: “I think it would be interesting to have like a cooking 

class. Previously, my lecturer conducted a traditional Korean food cooking class. It was 

very interesting to know about their cultural food”. Similarly, Participant 5 who is also 

in the same class stated that: “We were exposed to the korean food such as Kimchi, 

Japchae, Kimbap, Nokcha and Tteokbokki. It was very interesting to know all that”. 

Participant 2 added that he loves to know more about Korean food. Now, he’s able to 

understand the menu every time he went to eat at a Korean restaurant.  

Korean food has also sparked the interest of participants to learn in Korean 

classes as it is also part of the Hallyu wave (Touhami, 2017).   
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION 
 

 

 

 

5.0 OVERVIEW OF THE CHAPTER 

The last chapter of this study discusses the conclusions of this study, the limitations  

encountered by the researcher for this study, the implications and the recommendations 

for future research. 

 

 

5.1 CONCLUSION OF THE STUDY 

In conclusion, this study produced results that help to answer the research question; 

Research question 1: Why KLM students want to learn Korean language? and Research 

Question 2: How does Hallyu wave affect their preferences in Korean language learning 

content? From the study, the results clearly have shown that Hallyu wave is major 

motivation among students to learn Korean.  

Through the findings. through RQ1, the researcher gets to classify the type of 

motivation among students who learn the Korean language. The majority of the students 

are intrinsically motivated toward Korean language learning. All participants are 

interested to learn Korean language due to Hallyu Wave and to learn a new language.  

This is important because motivation is an essential factor in learning a foreign language 

as it can be used as part of language learning.  

When discussing the content of the Hallyu wave that should be included as part 

of Korean language learning, the majority of the students opted for K-pop and also 

Korean dramas. The participants believe that K-pop and Korea drama are engaging and 

entertaining. It can also improve their ability to speak, pronounce, write and know the 
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words better. Another three types of Hallyu wave such as games, traditional culture and 

Korean food can also be integrated into language learning. 

Thus, these contents should be utilized as a part of language learning. It is also 

a form of edutainment that not only is interesting, but also beneficial for their language 

acquisition process. 

 

 

 5.2 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

This section will discuss the limitation of the study. Based on the duration taken to 

conduct the study, the researcher is aware of a few limitations of her work.  

Firstly, the researcher has explored on the five types of Korean popular culture 

which are K-pop, Korean dramas, Korean traditional culture, Korean food and games 

in the areas of language learning. There are other popular cultures that researcher could 

investigate. This will further explain in sub-section 5.4. Furthermore, this research only 

focused on the beginner level Korean in order to gain an understanding of general trends 

among students. 

Other than that, as this study conducted a qualitative approach, there are only 

six participants involved in the study. Hence, this small number of participants could 

not represent the data of the Kulliyyah of Languages and Management (KLM) 

population as a whole.  

 

 

5.3 IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY 

This study has an implication towards both educators and learners. Firstly, these types 

of Korean popular culture that are discussed in this study may be beneficial to the 

instructor as it can be used as part of the teaching tools. Not only that, students’ interest 

in popular culture can facilitate language learning. Educators can explore the ways to 
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incorporate popular culture as part of the methodology or teaching tools. This is because, 

as stated by Hutchinson and Waters (1987), the attractive language learning 

environment will lead to successful language learning.  

As for the implication towards learners, this will help them to explore the types 

of Korean popular culture in language learning. If they need to improve their vocabulary 

or pronunciation they can opt for Korean dramas or K-pop songs as part of the activities. 

Not only that, by introducing these types of media based will provide students with the 

insights of Korean culture and society.  

 

 

5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

Upon the completion of this study, there are a few recommendations that the researcher 

would like to suggest in order to improve future researches based on the limitations of 

this study.  

First, the research should be extended to the other types of Korean popular 

culture such as Webtoon or Mukbang. Webtoon is quite similar to Manga in Japanese 

popular culture meanwhile Mukbang is a live online audiovisual broadcast in which a 

host eats food while interacting with their audience. Future research should consider 

these types of Korean popular culture in language learning. Moreover, as this course 

will be offering higher levels, future research should consider investigating the 

motivation among intermediate or advanced level Korean language learners.  

Lastly, future research should consider conducting a mixed-method research 

approach for a more thorough study.  
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APPENDIX 

CONSENT FORM 

 

 

 

 

Participant 1: 
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Participant 2:
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Participant 3: 
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Participant 4: 
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Participant 5: 
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Participant 6: 
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Transcription: Participant 1 

Audio File: Abe 1 and Abe 2 

 

Researcher: [0:01] Hi, so we are going to start with the first question. Are you 

a fan of Hallyu wave? 

Participant 1: [0:18] Yes, I am. I am a fan of K-pop culture. 

Researcher: [0:24] Okay, which part of popular culture that you are interested 

to share if you don’t mind sharing? 

Participant 1: [0:28] Among the Hallyu wave categories, I think I first started 

with K-pop music and I eventually watch k-dramas and reality 

shows like Running Man, Family outing and Star King. 

Researcher:  [0:50] When exactly have you started to know about K-pop, k-

dramas or in general Hallyu wave? 

Participant 1: [0:58] I think around 2008 or 2009 and it has been maybe 9 years 

I am into K-pop and K-drama.  

Researcher: [1:10] It has been almost ten years.  

Participant 1: [1:15] Yeah, at that time it was only K-pop and Kdramas. 

Researcher: [1:27] Which group that you liked the most? 

Participant 1: [1:29] I like Big Bang, but I first knew about TVXQ- Mirotic. 

Researcher: [1:33] That was a long time ago.  

Participant 1: [1:36] yeahh hahah 

Researcher: [0:09] You said you watch reality shows such as Running Man, 

Family outing and Star King 

Participant 1: [0:12] and Strong Heart 

Researcher: [0:19] You do watch a lot of reality shows. So, moving on, you 

are currently enrolling in basic 1 Korean language, right? 

Participant 1: [0:27] Yes 

Researcher: [0:29] So, why do you want to learn this language? 

Participant 1:  [0:31] My first reason would be because I want to market myself 

to the Korean industry, but I am not exactly venture into it. It’s 

just I want to be levelling up myself as a graduate. 

 [0:58] I found it useful because I like K-pop and K-dramas, 

watching and reading Hangeul recently become easy.  

Researcher: [1:14] Do you find it easy to learn korean language as you were 

already exposed to Korean language before? 

Participant 1: [1:20] I think so. Because few words that I already understood. 

However, more study needs to be done. 

Researcher:  [1:30] What do you think is the hardest part in Korean language 

learning? 

Participant 1: [1:35] I think it’s how to articulate the sound because malay 

language rarely articulate sounds like Korean for instance 

apeujimalgo. We don’t articulate that kind of sound very often. I 

think it’s the articulation needs to be clear.  
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Researcher:  [2:10] Have you ever learn Korean language by yourself 

previously? 

Participant 1: [2:20] Before, I just going thru the lyrics and even in the 

romanize version they were just like double s and it is hard to 

read 

Researcher: [2:27] That’s quite hard to read the romanize right? 

Participant 1: [2:33] So, I gave up easily haha 

Researcher:  [2:36] Oh, so you did try to learn korean language. 

Participant 1: [2:39] Yes. That time I wanted to learn korean just for fun. Out 

of my curiosity 

Researcher: [3:05] You just learn Korean language thru lyrics only? 

Participant 1: [3:10] Yes. 

Researcher: [3:12] Do you want to learn vocabularies or what? 

Participant 1:  [3:16] No, I just want to know how to pronounce Korean 

correctly. For the vocabs, when I frequently listen to those same 

words in k-dramas. Eventually, I learn all those words.  

Researcher: [3:40] Have you ever used those words among your friends? 

Participant 1: [3:43] Sometimes, and very rarely. Not with every circle but only 

to those who watch or listen to K-pop. 

Researcher: [4: 17] Okay, last question. Which part of Hallyu wave that 

should be included in Korean language class? 

Participant 1: [4:25] Do you mean just how we learned in Japanese class like 

Anime, Manga and stuff? 

Researcher: [4:38] Yes 

Participant 1:  I think it should be good if they included like K-dramas, for 

example, the phrases that they used. Because it is what they said 

in the real life. Like how they say sentences.  

Researcher: [5:16] What do you think if we learn korean vocabularies thru 

songs? Do you think it would be useful? 

Participant 1: [5:22] Yes, some would be useful. Because for example the song 

of Yanghwa bridge Apejimalgo is Don’t be hurt and 

Haengbokhaja, Let’s be happy. Those phrases taught me the 

meanings. And I’d love to have korean traditional games to be 

played in class like rock paper and scissors, connecting games 

and many more.  
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Transcription: Participant 2 

Audio File: Nabil 

 

Researcher: [0:25] I’m going to start with the first question, are you a fan of 

Hallyu wave? 

Participant 2: [0:39] I am not very familiar with the term Hallyu wave not until 

it was explained by you. I am Interested with the cultures that are 

being exposed in Korea for instance K-pop and K-drama. I have 

yet to explore other cultures however I believe K-pop and K-

drama are the most popular among the other types of Korean 

popular culture 

Researcher: [1:28] Do you have any biases in K-pop? 

Participant 2: [1:36] To be very honest, I have not been following current K-

pop groups, but I have been stanning old groups such as Big Bang, 

Sistar. 

Researcher: [2:05] Those groups are the ones considered oldie. So how long 

have known about K-pop? 

Participant 2: [2:11] Basically, the first ever I listen to korean songs was from 

wonder girls, nobody but you. 

Researcher: [2:20] That was on 2008. 

Participant 2:  [2:23] Yeah. I was quite a fan of K-pop previously compared to 

now. Aside of big bang, I know CNBlue, FT Island, MissA.  

Researcher:  [2:58] how about K-drama? 

Participant 2: [3:02] Based on other people’s suggestions. I won’t search for it 

and depends what airs on the cable TV but I’ll just watch it like 

KBS, TVOneHd. Especially series I only watch the one who 

completed. Some of the dramas that I watched are Strong woman 

do bong soon, The justice. I also interested in music shows, like 

M-countdown, Inkigayo. 

Researcher: [4:30] So, you do prefer k-pop more than k-drama is it? 

Participant 2:  [4:38] Yes 

Participant 2 [4:45] Back then I used to write lyrics, in hangeul and 

romanization. Sometimes I would explore and learn every of the 

word in the lyrics. Basically, I am attracted with the k-pop songs. 

It is very interesting. 

Researcher:  [5:25] Do you follow any webpage of korean language learning 

in social media? 

Participant 2: [5:49] So far, no.  

Researcher: [5:51] Have you ever learn korean language through Youtube? 

Participant 2: [5:58] Yes. I did. Because back then a friend of mine really loves 

K-pop and it influenced me to learn about it too.  

Researcher: [6:28] You are currently taking basic korean 1 right? Why do you 

want to learn korean language? 
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Participant 2: [6:42] There are few factors why I wanted to learn Korean 

language. First, due to elective matters. And I also wanted to 

know the difference between Japanese and Korean language in 

terms of writing, pronunciation. Japanese has its own alphabet 

on each sound. However, korean language we can made it as it 

has alphabets quite like malay and English, consonant and 

vowels. Korean is complex but its easy to understand.  

Researcher:  [8:45] How about your next factor in learning korean? 

Participant 2: [8:58] Oh okay, next is because I want to sing korean songs 

without reading the romanization. Previously, I only imitate the 

sound. Now, I feel the excitement when listen to the songs I know 

how the word formed in korean especially the writing system. 

When we really liked k-pop, we enjoy studying the language. 

And I also refer korean songs when I study korean.  

Researcher: [10:11] Oh you also learn korean thru songs? 

Participant 2: [10:13] Yes, because I listen to korean songs on there will be 

three languages, korean, romanization and eng lyrics. Hence, I 

am able to learn new words. 

Researcher: [10:35] Have you ever took any phrases from korean drama and 

used in real life? 

Participant 2: [10:50] Basically the simple one, like annyeong, kamsahamnida, 

chincha. And usually with people who also learn korean 

language.  

Participant 2: [11:30] I also have the tendency to use korean language on social 

media when I interact with my friends who knows korean. The 

next factor is for us to understand the culture of korean.  

Researcher: [12:20] So what culture have you learned thru the classes?  

Participant 2: [12:27] From the syllabus, the interesting part is food. Whenever 

I went to eat at Korean restaurant, I know what it meant.  

Researcher: [13:29] The last question, which part of hallyu wave that would 

be best to include in korean language learning? 

Participant 2: [13:43] Based on the syllabus. I think it is comprehensive enough. 

I think I am interested to have learn korean folk songs or korean 

songs. It can improve our pronunciation. And to know more 

about history of korean.  

Researcher: [15:23] how about historical dramas? 

Participant 2: [16:02] Yes, it would be interesting and maybe introduce best 

places to visit in korea other than Seoul. For syllabus, I think it 

is comprehensive. But If korean popular culture is introduce as 

part of the classes activity it will be more appealing.   
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Transcription: Participant 3 

Audio File: Nazihah 

 

Researcher:  [0:19] Are you a fan of Hallyu wave or Korean popular culture? 

Participant 3: [0:22] Yes, I am. I am a fan of Hallyu wave since I was 13 which 

I think it was in 2010.  

Research:  [0:43] It has been nine years! How do you know about it? 

Participant 3: [0:47] Basically I knew it from my friends. A friend of mine 

share about Girls generation. At first, I don’t really into it but 

when my brother came back home and play the song non-stop, I 

started to love it.  

Researcher: [1:26] Basically, K-pop was the first exposure? 

Participant 3: [1:28] Yes. And I do look into it on the internet and get into k-

pop. 

Researcher: [2:08] Do you exposed to K-drama? 

Participant 3: [2:13] I do. But not really into it. Unless it airs on TV then ill just 

watch to pass the time. But now, I am starting to watch the korean 

drama again because it helps me in learning korean language.  

Researcher: [2:20] Are you still updated with the current K-pop groups? 

Participant 3: [2:34] I do, but due to time constraint I am unable to listen to all. 

But my ultimate bias is Taeyeon from girls generation and Exo.  

Researcher: [3:07] Previously, have you ever learned Korean by yourself? 

Participant 3: [3:20] Not directly, but whenever I watch Korean dramas or 

reality shows even listening to K-pop there are some words that 

they will always use. When I listen to it repeatedly, I will look 

up the word on the internet.  

Participant 3: [3:41] Even when I’m listening to K-pop I will search the 

meaning of the songs and lyrics.   

Researcher: [4:21] Do you search for Korean language learning on internet 

like YouTube? 

Participant 3: [4:29] No. not really.  

Researcher: [4:34] So you are currently enrolling in Korean language basic 1. 

Why you want to take this course in the first place? 

Participant 3: [4:43] The reason why I chose Korean language is because I 

knew the language prior to K-pop and why not to further study 

on it.  

Researcher: [5:06] Do you have any other factors why you want to learn 

Korean language? 

Participant 3: [5:12] mm because of my exposure of K-pop I easily learned 

Korean language as I knew some of the words. Whenever I watch 

music show, there will always have the lyrics in Hangeul, right? 

So, I already can read.  

Researcher: [5:43] Have you ever learned Korean formally? 
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Participant 3:  [5:53] No, this is my first time.  

Researcher: [6:11] What other types of KPC that you would like to learn? 

Respondent [6:15] Probably their culture, and society.  

Researcher: [6:28] Do you want to visit South Korea later?  

Participant 3: [6:30] Yes. I think by learning Korean language will help me in 

travelling there one day.  

Participant 3: [6:45] I took Korean because of the familiarity with it. Before 

this, I took Japanese as my elective subject. But it was quite hard. 

Korean characters are much easier compared to Japanese 

language.  

Researcher:  [8:00] Do you follow any Korean language learning sites on 

social media?  

Participant 3: [8:14] Nope. 

Researcher:  [8:56] So now you know about Korean popular culture. Which 

types that would be interesting to be part of Korean language 

learning as activities? 

Participant 3:  [9:05] Maybe, we can use Korean songs and learn vocabs there. 

Or maybe watch short show to listen to the conversation that we 

can use in daily life conversation. And probably, the games that 

they play in tv shows can also be incorporated in language 

learning such as connecting games.  
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Transcription: Participant 4 

Audio File: Farah 

 

Researcher:  [1:18] Can we start our interview session now? 

Participant 4:  [1:20] Yes, sure. 

Researcher: [1:25] We will start with the first question. Are you a fan of 

Hallyu wave? *explaining the term Hallyu wave 

Participant 4: [2:19] Yes. I first started listen to K-pop when I was still in high 

school. Around  2009/2010. I listened to Super Junior, 

TVXQ and Super Junior. But that time I wasn’t that into K-pop. 

I knew K-pop from TV and magazine e-pop.  

Participant 4: [3:22] I will look for the lyrics in the e-pop magazine 

Researcher: [3:36] When was the time that you are so into K-pop? 

Participant 4: [3:40] Few years after that, I got to know Big bang and watch 

any variety shows that had big bang in it such as Family outing, 

their own YouTube channel. After that, I knew Beast and 

Highlight, and I started to watch drama Splash Splash Love 

where Doojun was in it.  

Participant 4: [5:01] Now I am into BTS, where they started to promote their 

group in the US. Some of my friends are already fans of BTS 

since in the beginning. There are some of the groups that I 

listened to such as Winner and IKON from YG.  

Participant 4: [7:08] Early 2019, BTS came to Singapore for a world tour and 

I already purchased a ticket however something happened, I 

couldn’t attend the concert. I had to resell the ticket and I was so 

sad. 

Researcher: [10:18] Moving on to the second question. You are currently 

enrolling in Korean language basic 1 right? What makes you 

want to take this course, in the first place? 

Participant 4: [10:31] When listen to Korean songs, there are some of the 

English words in it, however, the main language is Korean. I 

think the reason why is because in order for me to understand 

Korean hence why I enrolled in this course. There are times when 

I listened, I will look for the translation of each word. Other than 

that, because of K-drama. There are certain words that I was like 

ohh this is what I learned in the class.  

Participant 4: [11:41] I can say that the reasons why I took Korean language is 

because of Hallyu wave.  

Researcher: [11:48] Do you have any other reasons? 

Participant 4:  [11:56] I think for travelling purposes. I heard from those who 

have been to Korea if we know a bit of Korean that it will ease 

the journey, can negotiate with sellers as it helps.  
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Researcher: [14:45] *Explaining on the structure of korean language or use 

of the degree of formality in Korean 

Researcher: [16:12] Have you ever learned Korean by yourself previously? 

Participant 4: [16:20] Back when I was in high school, where a friend of mine 

were so into Hangeul and I learned a bit of the alphabets. And 

when I watch K-drama, there are certain words that they used 

repetitively, so I wanted to know what the phrases means and 

google it on the internet. For example, bogoshipda. 

Researcher: [17:01] When will you use the phrases? 

Participant 4:  [17:03] Usually I will use it with my friends and family who also 

knew and love about Hallyu wave.  

Researcher: [17:31] You said just know you will look at the lyrics. Do you 

learn any of the words through lyrics? 

Participant 4:  [17:50] Oh yes. But previously, I didn’t do that. But now, when 

I listened to K-pop songs I will also look for the hangeul. I will 

print the lyrics and wrote the hangeul again.  

Researcher: [18:03] Waah, that was a good approach.  

Participant 4: [18:07] My teacher always asked us in the class, so I think it is 

always better to be prepared beforehand.  

Researcher: [20:07] Okay last question. There are many types of Korean 

popular culture. Which one do you prefer as part of the activity 

in the class? 

Participant 4: [20:13] I think it is best to have korean songs. And sometime, my 

lecturer would open YouTube videos. of Daehan Minguk Manse 

when they went to jjimjilbang they had to order food. We learned 

phrases there on how to order food and buy things. I think using 

Korean popular culture as part of the language learning is going 

to be fun and interesting. I think using folk songs or easy korean 

songs would be interesting too. Or some of the original sound 

track from drama would be interesting too.  
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Transcription: Participant 5 

Audio File: Aisyah 

 

Researcher: [0:07] We are going to start our interview session. Hallyu wave 

is the term for Korean popular culture. It was coined by a Chinese 

journalist and this term has been used to identify the types or 

characteristics of Korean popular culture. First question, I’d like 

to know are you a fan of Hallyu wave? 

Participant 5: [0:55] I can say that I am a fan of k-pop and also K-drama since 

I was quite small. The first time I knew about K-drama was when 

I was small. My mother is also a fan of Korean drama where we 

would spend our time watching television. Full House and 

Winter Sonata were considered the first drama I watched. At that 

time, I didn’t knew about K-pop and as I grew up I learned about 

this Korean popular culture. I could say, I knew K-pop through 

my friends. 

Researcher: [1:39] When you were actively engaged with Hallyu wave? 

Participant 5: [1:45] When I was in high school. Form 3 around 2011.  

Researcher: [1:50] Were you continuously engage with Hallyu wave? 

previously? 

Participant 5: [2:00] There was a time that I stopped listen to k-pop and watch 

kdramas due to SPM as I need to focus on studying. But I started 

to enjoy k-dramas and korean songs when I was in foundation 

years and till now. But, due to time constraint, I listen to korean 

songs only as I got not much of a free time to watch korean 

dramas. Now, I am an active fan of BTS and a loyal fan of Super 

Junior.  

Researcher: [4:17] Now you are taking Korean language basic 1, right? Why 

do you want to enrol in this course? 

Participant 5: [4:25] To be very honest, it is because I watched K-drama and 

listened to Korean songs. It has been so long I engaged with 

Hallyu wave. I don’t really understand the whole words but 

sometime there are some words that I do understand like basic 

sentences for example have you eaten or what are you doing. So, 

I think why not to further my study as I already knew some of it. 

Researcher: [5:03] Do you have any other reasons why you want to learn 

korean language? 

Participant 5: [5:15] Sometimes when I listen to Korean songs, I don’t 

understand the words, so I’d go and search the words online. I 

think the primary reason I want to study korean language is 

basically because of Hallyu wave. When, BTS uploaded a tweet, 

I really want to understand what they said. But when I use google 
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translate it didn’t give accurate meanings. Hence, why. Now I 

can read some of it.  

Researcher: [7:14] Have you ever tried to learn Korean language by yourself 

previously? 

Participant 5: [7:20] Once, during my high school. I searched for words and 

memorize it. At that time, I really like Super Junior. And I 

memorize all the syllables in korean. Now, when I learn korean, 

it becomes easy because I already familiar with all of it. Now, I 

just learned vocabs thru korean songs that I love.  

Researcher: [9:24] This is the last question. Which types of korean popular 

culture that you think should be included as part of the korean 

language classes activity? 

Participant 5: [9:45] Previously, my class conducted a cooking class where our 

teacher taught us how to make korean traditional food such as 

tteokbokki, japchae, kimbap and nokcha. We were exposed to 

their traditional food in korean. The class was so interesting. 

Researcher: [11:50] What else do you think? 

Participant 5: [12:27] I think Korean traditional games like connecting words 

and pogs (ddakji) would be interesting. Some other games that 

they usually play in the reality shows. Furthermore, singing to 

korean songs together or folk songs. It would be interesting if 

lecturer could open k-pop songs because it is more engaging. 

When listening to songs, we would love to know the meanings 

behind it. So yeah I think it is an added value to it.  
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Transcription: Participant 6 

Audio File: Najiyah 

 

Researcher: [0:25] Are you fan of Hallyu wave?  

Participant 6: [0:27] I knew K-pop and k-drama since a long time ago. 

However, I have just recently so into k-pop songs early of this 

year. It is because of K-pop and BTS.  

Researcher:  [1:10] Previously, have you watched any Korean dramas? 

Participant 6: [1:13] Yes, I did watch a drama and korean movies but not much. 

Researcher: [1:40] You are currently taking Korean language basic 1 right? 

Why do you want to learn korean language?  

Participant 6: [1:57] I have never considered taking korean as my elective 

subject but due to my interest into k-pop has led me taking 

Korean language. Secondly, I took it as a challenge to learn a 

language that has different characters and syllables. As compared 

to French, it is quite similar characters with English and Malays. 

Researcher: [2:36] So how do you find korean language? Is it hard to learn 

all the syllables? 

Participant 6: [2:46] It can be confusing because some letters are similar to each 

other. Like k and n. but with practice, its going to be just fine.  

Researcher: [3:07] Have you learned Korean before? 

Participant 6: [3:12] No. I haven’t. 

Researcher: [3:17] Or outside of classes, have you learned by yourself just to 

improve your knowledge and fluency? 

Participant 6: [3:23] I do listen to songs, understand and memorize the 

meanings. I usually look for the English translation and look how 

they make sentences. Not only that, I look for the vocabs. Other 

than that, my friends like Hallyu wave, hence they love to write 

in hangeul and I’d just ask them what is it and eventually it helps 

me in learning that language.  

Researcher: [4:28] Do you ever watch korean dramas and decided to learn the 

korean language? 

Participant 6: [4:37] Yes, I do want to watch korean dramas and learn some of 

the phrases that they use but due to time constraint as a final year 

student, I am unable to do so.  

Researcher: [5:16] So how do you find korean classes at the moment? 

Participant 6: [5:17] It is a bit formal as it follows the book. And I’m still unable 

to communicate. However, I believe this is due to time constraint 

as we only learn korean once a week for three hours.  

Researcher: [5:28] But so far can you read hangeul now? 

Participant 6: [5:33] Yes. I do.  
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Researcher: [5:39] Okay, last question. Which types of the korean popular 

culture would be better to be incorporated in Korean language 

classes? 

Participant 6: [5:09] I think it would be Korean drama as it helps to improve 

the communication skills.  

Researcher: [5:17] Do you have any intention to go to korea? 

Participant 6: [5:20] Yes, for travelling but. And the purpose to learn korean is 

basically to go travelling.  

Participant 6: [5:33] but I’d love to go there for studying too.  

Researcher:  [7:05] Other than that?  

Participant 6:  [7:10] I think it would be interesting to have like a cooking class. 

Previously, my lecturer conducted a traditional korean food 

cooking class. It was very interesting to know about their cultural 

food.  

Participant 6: [8:41] Furthermore, to learn korean songs like know each of the 

words and sing along. However, it’s a bit too poetic and need to 

be chosen wisely.  

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 


