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ALLOW ME, AT THE OUTSET TO COMMEND AND
APPLAUD HER EXCELLENCY EMINE ERDOGAN, THE
FIRST LADY OF TURKIYE FOR TAKING THIS
PROFOUND INITIATIVE TO CONVENE A GATHERING
OF FIRST LADIES TO CREATE A MUCH-NEEDED
FORUM TO DISCUSS THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN
GAZA. WE SHOULD ALL RECOGNISE, ACKNOWLEDGE
AND APPRECIATE HER WORK, DEDICATION AND
EFFORTS IN ARRANGING THIS GATHERING FOR
PALESTINE - “UNITED FOR PEACE IN PALESTINE”. |
AM MOST HONOURED TO BE A PART OF THIS
GATHERING.



FAMILIES BROKEN. CHILDREN LEFT WITHOUT
PARENTS. HOMES LOST. WHOLE GENERATIONS
WIPED OUT IN AN INSTANT. AN ENTIRE PEOPLE
DISPLACED.

EVERY DAY, WE ARE CONFRONTED BY VIDEOS AND
PHOTOS ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA OF PARENTS
HOLDING THEIR INJURED CHILDREN, OF EXHAUSTED
DOCTORS WORKING IN BOMBED-OUT HOSPITALS,
OF HOMES IN RUINS - OF GAZANS UNDER SIEGE.

SINCE THE START OF THE DEVASTATING AND
COLDBLOODED CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF
GAZA, IT HAS BEEN A HUMAN TRAGEDY UNFOLDING
WITH LIMITED ACCESS TO AID DUE TO VERY
RESTRICTED OPENINGS OF A SAFE CORRIDOR, WE
ARE CURRENTLY WITNESSING A CATASTROPHIC
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN GAZA — WHAT THE UNITED
NATIONS IS CALLING A “LIVING NIGHTMARE”.



FOR YEARS, GAZANS HAVE BEEN LIVING IN AN
“OPEN-AIR PRISON”, FORCED TO ENDURE A CRUEL
AND INHUMANE OCCUPATION. ACCORDING TO THE
BRITISH RED CROSS, HALF OF THE POPULATION IN
GAZA IS UNDER 18 YEARS OLD. FOR ALL THEIR LIVES,
THEY HAVE BEEN UNDER ISRAELI CONTROL, WITH
NO FREE ACCESS IN OR OUT OF THEIR LAND, AND
UNDER CONSTANT THREAT OF LOSING THEIR
HOMES, AND WORSE, THEIR FAMILIES.

THIS IS A POPULATION THAT IS COMPLETELY
TRAUMATISED AND NOW, THEY ARE FORCED TO
UNDERGO AN EVEN WORSE ORDEAL. IN ONE MONTH,
OVER TEN THOUSAND GAZANS HAVE BEEN KILLED,
NEARLY HALF OF THEM CHILDREN. THEY HAVE BEEN
DENIED AND DEPRIVED OF A NORMAL CHILDHOOD
AND FAMILY LIFE. THIS IS INDEED
A GROSS VIOLATION OF A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT - THE
RIGHT TO LIVE A NORMAL AND DECENT LIFE.



UN SECRETARY GENERAL ANTONIO GUTERRAS HAS
POINTED OUT HOW “NO ONE IS SAFE” FROM
ISRAEL'S CONSTANT BOMBING OF CIVILIANS,
HOSPITALS, REFUGEE CAMPS, MOSQUES,
CHURCHES, AND UN FACILITIES AND SHELTERS.

| AM ANGRY AT THIS GROSS VIOLATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS. | CAN NO LONGER STAY SILENT. | AM
WORRIED. | AM WORRIED FOR THE GAZAN PEOPLE,
FOR THE SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN - | AM WORRIED
FOR OUR HUMANITY.

WE CANNOT LET THE BOMBINGS CONTINUE; WE
MUST COLLECTIVELY CALL FOR THE IMMEDIATE END
OF HOSTILITIES. | STAND HERE, TO JOIN THE
GROWING CALL FOR A CEASEFIRE NOW. | APPEAL TO
WORLD LEADERS TO PRESSURE FOR AN END TO
THIS MADNESS. | STAND HERE NOT ONLY AS A
QUEEN, BUT ALSO AS A MOTHER, WITH MY OWN
CHILDREN WHO | LOVE DEARLY.




| STAND HERE AS A MUSLIM, AS A HUMAN BEING, AND
WE MUST USE OUR VOICE TO SAY “STOP, ENOUGH
IS ENOUGH”!

EVERY DAY, HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
ARE URGING THEIR GOVERNMENTS TO SUPPORT
THE CEASEFIRE. THESE PEOPLE COME FROM ALL
WALKS OF LIFE, PRACTISE DIFFERENT RELIGIONS,
AND SPEAK DIFFERENT LANGUAGES - BUT THEY
SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE: TO CALL FOR PEACE, TO
LIVE IN HARMONY AND TO RESPECT EACH OTHER.

| CALL ON OUR GLOBAL LEADERS TO LISTEN TO
THEM. | CALL ON OUR LEADERS TO DEMAND FOR A
CEASEFIRE. WE NEED THIS TO SUPPORT
COORDINATED EFFORTS BY HUMANITARIAN
ORGANISATIONS. WE NEED THIS TO SEND
IMPORTANT SUPPLIES AND SUPPORT LOCAL
GROUPS ON THE GROUND PROVIDING EMERGENCY
SERVICES. MOST OF ALL, WE NEED THIS TO SAVE
THE DIGNITY OF A PEOPLE WHO ARE DEEPLY



SUFFERING. WE MUST INSIST ON THE END OF THE
SIEGE. WE MUST CALL FOR THE PERMANENT
OPENING OF THE HUMANITARIAN CORRIDOR TO
GAZA SO THEY CAN RECEIVE VITAL HELP AND START
TO REBUILD THEIR LIVES.

WE MUST DO IT FOR THE GAZAN PEOPLE, THE
THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN WHO LIVE THERE, WHO
NEED TO KNOW THAT THEY STILL HAVE A FUTURE.

BECAUSE NO HUMAN SHOULD LIVE THIS WAY, IN
CONSTANT FEAR OF THEIR LIVES. THOUSANDS OF
VICTIMS OF BOMBINGS ARE STILL STUCK UNDER THE
RUBBLE. GAZA'S MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND OTHER
INTERNATIONAL AID ORGANISATIONS, INCLUDING
THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND RED
CRESCENT, HAVE ALL TALKED ABOUT THE LACK OF
VITAL GOODS SUCH AS FUEL, FOOD, ELECTRICITY,
AND EQUIPMENT TO SAVE THOSE TRAPPED.




AND YET, DOCTORS, NURSES, HUMANITARIAN
AGENTS, AND PERSONNEL ON THE GROUND HAVE
BEEN MAKING IT WORK, PERFORMING DAILY
MIRACLES. | AM INCREDIBLY HUMBLED TO SEE HOW
ORDINARY GAZANS HAVE REMAINED RESILIENT IN
THE LAST MONTH. THIS IS A PEOPLE WHO WILL NOT
BE DEFEATED. THEY ARE FACING ONE OF THE
WORST CONFLICTS IN OUR RECENT HISTORY, BUT
THEY GET UP EVERY DAY AND THEY MAKE THE MOST
OF IT. THEY MAKE THE MOST OF LIMITED SUPPLIES,
THEY MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY MOMENT. IT IS A
REMINDER TO BE GRATEFUL FOR WHAT WE HAVE.

BUT IT IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT REMINDER THAT WE
CANNOT IGNORE THE PAIN AND SUFFERING OUR
WORLD IS GOING THROUGH. EVERY COUNTRY
FACING WAR, HARDSHIP AND CONFLICT RIGHT NOW
DESERVE TO LIVE IN PEACE. | HUMBLY SPEAK FOR
EVERY ONE OF THEM AND AS A MUSLIM | WANT TO
REMIND YOU THAT IT IS OUR DUTY AS HUMAN
BEINGS TO DEMAND FOR AN END TO ALL



HOSTILITIES. AS IT HAS BEEN SAID, “WAR BRINGS
PAIN, NOT GAIN. LET'S CHOOSE PEACE TO
PROSPER”.

LET US BE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF HISTORY SO WHEN
OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS LOOK BACK ON US,
THEY WILL BE PROUD OF WHAT WE DID -
SUCCESSFULLY CALLING FOR A CEASEFIRE,
SUPPORTING HUMANITY AND STANDING TOGETHER
FOR PEACE. LET THAT BE OUR LEGACY. LET US ALL
UNITE FOR PALESTINE.

THANK YOU.

WABILLAH HITAUFIK WALHIDAYAH WASSALAM
MUALAIKUM WARAHMATULLAH HIWABARAKATUH.




